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said to reach deal 


rBOKUTXR) *^ A; swaor Uustiia fundamentalist source said Sunday that 
Jrw m OtaMiBy have reached a ‘ymkmw'f agreement, 1 * under wtaefa 
* rwoGerawir hostages ia Lefaanoa wouhi be freed as pan of a wider 
pri soner etdnj^TOe source.who spoke to Reiners on condition of 
200tQ^T^ k afro.a^ fr^ivas d ete rm i ned to remove aftofcaactes Mocking 
dw rejeasa of dm Germans and up to eight, other Western hostages in 
L^anon. :>4 Im'tau ^tea updnfcself to resolve aU issues bioddng the 
nrfease. mdnding the franc of "the Hamadfr.** he said. The fate of two 
German hostages has hed* Safe cd to two Lebanese brothers. Mohammad 
wd Abba* Hamadi, imprisoned is Germany for hijacking and murder. 
TBc^ hostages. Heinrich Straiebig and Thomas Kc rnptncr . are beKeved 
held by followers of the Hmadi* elder brother. Abdul Hadi. a senior 
security official of (he pro-Iianian Hbd»Uah (Party of God). “The 
. Iranians have struck a geademan's aseemenl with tin German govern- 
ment thotthey woutl tfltt the Hamadi family into freeing the two hostages 
as part of the overall deal , n the source said. “In return, the Germans have 
hoplxidy aidkated they would issue a pardon to Mohammad Ali and 
Abbas several months after the Germans are released/' he added. 
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Sri Lankan rebels commit suicide 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Twelve Sri Lankan separatist rebels committed 
suicide by swallowing cyanide pills when police raided their hideouts in 
the southern Karnataka state, a news report said Sunday. Three other 
members of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam were hospitalised after 
they consumed cyanide but did not die. United News of India said . It said 
police arrested two more Tamil rebels. The incident occurred Saturday 
night in the villages of Muttatti and China tti in Mandya district, about 
1 ,775 kilometres south of New Delhi. The Tigers are prune suspects in the 
May 21 assassination of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. Mr. Gandhi 
was killed by a suicide bomber during an election campaign in the 
southern Tamil Nadu state. United News did not say whether the militants 
in Saturday's incident were suspected of involvement in Mr. Gandhi's 
killing. But it said police launched massive search operations for Tiger 
rebels following reports of rebel hideouts in the region. 
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i Berserk gunman 
kiUs3fnSldon . 

SIDON (AP) — A gunman went 
berserk in this southern port city 
Sunday, burling grenades and 
dynamite sticks atrandom.- Police 
said three people were killed and 
8 wounded before, the gunman 
was kilted by Lebmiese troops. A 
police spokesman said the 
assailant, a member of a dis- 
armed militia ’ that controlled 
Sidon during Lebanon’s civil war. 
dnnbed onto a rooftop in (he 
city's Kanaya suburb in the even- 

- mg to stage his attack. “He had a 
bagful of grenades and dynamite 
sticks which he threw at pedes- 
trians below him,** said the 
spokesman. He said the dead 
included two members of the 
Nasserite militia and a woman 
passer-by. Army troops opened 
up' with machine guns from - a 
nearby checkpoint and killed the 
gunman, who for yean had gone 
by the nom de guerre of Castro, 
according to the spokesman: He 
said it. could hot be determined 
what made the gunman run 
amok. 

Likud delegation 
visits Egypt - 

TEL AVIV (AP) A delegation 
of Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir's ruling Likud' bloc left for 
Cairo Sunday where they planned 
to meet with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa, a party 
statement said. The delegation of 
the Likud Young Guard, headed 
by party spokesman Gil Samso- 
nov, will propose a “joint peace 
foram” to promote normal rela- 
tions between the two countries, 
the. daily Jerusalem Post said. 
Egyptian Ambassador to Israel 
Mo hamm ad Basskmny saw the 
delegation off and. told them be 
hoped their visit would signal the. 
seffwgof “another stepping stone . 
in tire peace process,!* •. the JJkud. 

- statement said. The delegation 
was to meet with Mr. Musa on 
their arrival andwouldalso meet 

* with Yousef Wah, deputy pce- 
mierandBHmsteTqfagncuHure. 
and with ydung leaders of Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak's National 
Democratic Party before their 
Friday departure, a party state- 
ment sakL The eight-man delega- 
tion does not indude parliament 
merabersand is the first official 
visit to Egypt of a delegation 
from the right-wing Likud party. 

Afghan rebels 
free ICRC delegate 

GENEVA (AP) — Afjghanre- 
befeScmtiay .released Alexandre 
Ghelew.a-delcgatcof the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
.Gnss. {ICRC), who had been 
: ~lridnapjpcd on, a . mission Aug. 4, 
Ithe^IORQsajHL Negotiations for 
his release had been under way 
wife - several- opposition groups 
_aw* M. Ghelew's Eduction 
north xjf Kabul^acconting to offi- 
' dafcofthe AO-Swiss humanita- 
rian organisation- The group that 
hek ihm w as never identified and 
feejodnappers' motives or claims 
weremrfvdfcdosed by the ICRC 
wtife saad fear Mr. Gfeelew was 
in good health. 

Albdnfan minister 
visttsisrael . 

mvAYIV- (AP) — Albania’s 
Foreign Minister Mubamet Ka- 
plfoai arrived in Israel Sunday 
and is expected to agn an agree- 
ment establishing diplomatic rela- 
tions wifotbe Jewish state. Alba- 
nia, Which is about 70 per cent 
Mudffiii is suffering from severe 
ecqndok crisis, and is hoping that 
kaibe can provide it 
with economic, health and agri- 
cuUura](:a£d , Israeli officials. said. 

. ^ih.KapOttijs the first Albanian 
*fip*wnat to yfcjt Israel. During 
his tbrteday stay, he is scheduled 
to. meet with Israeli leaders, in- 
ch^^Frime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir end Foreign Minister 
David Levy. **I have come on a 
nustiqu of friendship. We shall be 
ti^h^iriiRinormKhnn to estab- 
hfetfiplomatic relations and this 
should:- be seen as an historic 
event,? ■'Mr Ka pHam said upon 
arrive. In April, most trf Alba- 
nia's.' Jewish ■ community was 
btinsfat to Israel in a secretive 
operation. Fewer than. SO of ab- 
out 350 faimlies remain today in 
the Balkan state. Albania, 
Yugoslavia and fee Soviet Union 
are the last remaining east Euro-, 
pean countries who do. not have 
fall diplomatic relations wife 
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Egypt and Syria said to 
accept Arab talks ahead 
of peace conference 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Syria and Egypt 
have accepted to attend a meet- 
ing of fee five “confrontation 
Arab parties" before the prop- 
osed Middle East peace confer- 
ence in October, a senior Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official said Sunday. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Suleiman Najjab said 
that Syria told a visiting Palesti- 
nian delegation last month it was 
ready to take part in a meeting 
feat would include fee PLO, Jor- 
dan, Egypt, Syria and Lebanon to 
coordinate a united position be- 
fore fee peace conference starts. 

“During our last visit to Syria a 
month ago. they told us feat they 
would attend such a meeting,” 
Mr. Najjab told the Jordan 
Times. "Egypt had expressed its 
readiness for the meeting before 
that," he added. 

The PLO bad called for the 
meeting of the four Arab coun- 
tries neighbouring Israel and the 
PLO to coordinate strategy vis-a- 
vis the peace confer e nce called 
for by the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union to be held in October. 

Jordan accepted fee idea from 
the beginning and Prime Minister 
Taher Masri earlier this month 
called for speedy moves to con- 
vene fee meeting as soon as 
possible. 

. “Syria previously had some re- 


King visits 
Syria today 


AMMAN (J.T. )— His Majes- 
ty King Hussein is scheduled 
to pay a visit to Damascus 
today for talks with Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad on 

fee ongoing efforts for con- 
vening a Middle East peace 
conference, informed sources 
said. 


servations over this meeting," 
Mr. Najjab told the Jordan 
Times. The proposed gathering, 
he said, will aim at arriving at a 
united Arab position in peace 
talks with Israel and committing 
all Arab parties involved to that 
position. 

The Gulf crisis created deep 
differences among Egypt, Syria 
and Lebanon — which sided with 
the U.N.-led coalition against 
Iraq — mi fee one hand and 
Jordan and the PLO who 
opposed a military solution to fee 
Gulf crisis. 

Analysts say feat it is a fore- 
gone conclusion that Syria’s 
acceptance to take part in fee 
meeting means Lebanon will fol- 
low suit. 

Mr. Najjab would not com- 
ment on the form and timing of 


Algeria to CBJ revokes export 
free 329 guarantee requirement 

■m A • AMMAN (J.T.) — The Central money markets over the past I 

flPt/linPPQ Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Sunday years, and reflects full confide 
LkW' tCllilk/viJ announced that it was cancelling in the country’s monetary Dolii 


ALGIERS (AP) — The govern- 
ment Sunday was to release 329 
detainees held since violent pro- 
tests interrupted election cam- 
paigning and prompted the state 
of emerge n cy declared in June. 

Those to be released had been 
arrested during protests by fun- 
damentalist Muslims but did not 
indude jailed leaden of the fun- 
damentalist movement. 

No releases had been con- 
firmed by early evening, though 
they had been announced Satur- 
day. 

The government said that 
around 800 others who remain in 
custody will be tried in connec- 
tion with the unrest that had 
pressed for election reform. 

“These releases ... do not free 
the people involved from being 
interned again if judiciary ser- 
vices find feat they have com- 
mited crimes or wrongdoing," 
Prime Minister Sid Ahmad Gbo- 
zali said in a communique Satur- 
day. 

Some 3,000 people were 
arrested in two weeks of unrest in 
late May and early June between 
fundamentalist supporters and 
security fcmces feat left 55 people 
dead mid more than 300 wound- 
ed. 

The fundamentalist Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), the main 
opposition group, insists that its 
leaders be freed and the state of 
emergency lifted before joining 
talks on preparing legislative 
elections. 

Those talks between the gov- 
ernment and opposition parties 
are to resume Aug. 22. A pre- 
vious round of talks made tittle 
progress on deriding a date for 
legislative elections and any 
changes in. balloting rules. 

The decision to release the 
detainees was because of “posi- 
tive results registered in matters 
of security,” Mr. Ghozali said in 
fee communique, apparently re- 
ferring to a lack of recent unrest. 
He also said fee action was taken 
because of fee government’s will 
for “appeasement." 

The government declared fee 
state of emergency June 5 and i 
postponed legislative elections j 
scheduled for June 27. The state , 
of emergency set up military tri- 
bunals and gave security forces 
special powers of search and de- 
tention. 

The government agreed, 
however, to hold legislative elec- 
tions in November . 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Sunday 
announced feat it was cancelling 
a 1988 standing order which re- 
quires exporters to furnish 
guarantees that proceeds of 
Jordanian exports in foreign cur- 
rency will be repatriated home. 

The guarantee requirement 
order was issued by fee CBJ in 
July 1988 to ensure fee return to 
the country of badly needed fore- 
ign exchange. 

According to an official state- 
ment quoted by fee Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the revocation of 
die order comes in line with the 
CBJ’s new policy of rescinding all 
restrictive controls over foreign 
currency wife a view to stimulat- 
ing economic activities in the 
Kingdom, especially those per- 
taining to fee sectors of industry 
and export. 

The new step, according to the 
official, comes in the tight of the 
positive developments in fee local 


money markets over the past two 
years, and reflects foil confidence 
in the country’s monetary policies 
as spearheaded by fee CBJ. 

The CBJ official said that the 
step was taken “in harmony wife 
the CBJ’s policy, which aims to 
end control and restrictions over 
foreign currency in Jordan, to 
encourage national exports which 
bring in foreign exchange, to 
remove hurdles that used to ob- 
struct fee free outflow of national 
exports and to save time, effort 
and expenses incurred by the 
exporters in the implementation 
of the 1988 orders.” 

He said that fee new move 
could help industrialists and ex- 
porters to play a “more active 
role in Jordan's economic de- 
velopment at this stage wife most 
beneficial results to fee country's 
balance of payments in general 
and the balance of trade in par- 
ticular.” 


3 Palestinians killed 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Three Palestinians 
were found dead or killed Sunday 
in an escalating wave of violence 
in the occupied territories amid 
efforts to convene Arab- Israeli 
peace talks. 

A Palestinian splinter group 
called Sunday for the ouster of 
Palestine Le be ration Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and for choosing a new 
leadership with wider representa- 
tion for Arabs from fee occupied 
territories. 

The call for rebellion was be- 
lieved fee first against Mr. Arafat 
from inride his own Fateh move- 
ment, although be has come 
under sharp criticism from other 
Palestinian groups in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The five-page leaflet, distri- 
buted in Nablus and Ramallah by 
“The 14th of January Corrective 
Movement,” called “on all 
Palestinian democratic forces to 
form a front capable of replacing 
aging leadership with new, 
young, efficient and honest lead- 
ership.” 

The group is named for the 
date when Mr. Arafat’s former 
aide, Salab Kfialaf, was assassin- 
ated in Ihnis. 

The leaflet accused Mr. Arafat 
of bringing “devastation and des- 
truction” to the Palestinian peo- 
ple by supporting Iraq during the 
Gulf war. 

“Arafat led fee Palestinian ship 
to fee shores of splits, wreckage. 


defeat and failure,” it added, and 
also denounced Mr. Arafat as a 
“defeatist opportunist.” 

The leaflet also suggested con- 
vening a Palestinian conference 
with representatives of the 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories, so they could elect a new 
PLO leadership. 

In a West Bank dash, Arab 
reports said Mohamoud Zakarne, 
30, was shot in the chest as be 
stood on his balcony, when sol- 
diers acted to quell a protest 
during a curfew. 

The army confirmed a body 
from Qabatiya was brought to 
Jenin hospital and said it was 
investigating. 

Mr. Zakame, according to an 
AP count, was the 847th Palesti- 
nian to be killed by Israelis during 
fee 44-month uprising a pimt 
Israeli role in the occupied terri- 
tories. Sixty-seven Israelis also 
have feed. 

In Khan Yunis refugee camp in 
Gaza, three unknown assailants 
shot to death 41-year-okJ Daoud 
Abu SaHk after breaking into his 
home, Arab r epor t s said. 

Arab reporters in Gaza said 
■Mr. Abu Salik has been acc used 
of assisting fee Israeli authorities 
and has been attacked four Hmis 
in the past. 

The body of Jihad Hassanain, 
26 was also found Sunday, the 
reports said. He was missing since 
Saturday when be was kidnapped 
fay unknown people, they added. 




the meeting. 

“When the time comes, we’U 
see," said Mr. Najjab, who leads 
the Palestinian Communist Party, 
which was given a seat in the PLO 
Executive Committee in 1987. 

Earlier Sunday, the PLO offi- 
cial met with Prime Minister Mas- 
ri and Foreign Minister Abdullah 
Ensour during which he delivered 
a message from the PLO lead- 
ership to the Jordanian govern- 
ment. Mr. Najjab would not 
elaborate on the details of the 
message. 

However, he said the purpose 
of his visit was also to pave the 
way for a visit by a high-ranking 
PLO delegation that would coor- 
dinate the organisation's position 
on fee peace conference with 
Jordan. 

Jordan has offered a joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation 
to take part in the conference, 
and the scheduled visit by the 
PLO delegation, which may in- 
dude Chairman Yasser Arafat, is 
expected to focus on the form of 
fee delegation and agreement on 
the outcome of the conference. 

Mr. Najjab said fee focus of his 
talks Sunday was on “the content 
of the peace process and not the 
form of the delegation because 
we are flexible as long as the 
content of the gathering is 
Palestinian rights, including the 
right to self-determination, 

(Continued ou page 5) 
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ARMED FORCES FESTIVAL: His Majesty King 

Hussein Sunday attends a military festival held by the Armed Forces 
to mark fee 39th anniversary of fee King’s accession to fee Throne. 
The festival, which was held at A! Hussein Youth City Stadium, 
included military and sport performances. The festival was attended 
by Their Royal Hig hn esses Prince Abdullah and Prince Ali, Prime 


Minister Taber Masri, the Speakers of the Upper and Lower Houses 
of Pariiament, the Royal Court chief, the King's political advisor, 
ministers, former prime ministers, fee Armed Forces chief of staff, 
senators and deputies and senior army officers (Photos by Yousef 
AI* Allan) 


Jordan 

pursues 

efforts 

to help 

stranded 

Gazans 

By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian gov- 
ernment has stepped up efforts to 
convince Egypt to lift entry res- 
trictions imposed on Gazans 
holding Egyptian documents 
stranded in Kuwait, informed 
sources said Sunday. 

"Jordan is trying to get the 
Egyptian government to allow 
fee Gazans to come to Egypt 
regardless of whether or not they 
have an entry permit to the* 
(Israeli-occupied) Gaza Strip,” 
said one source. 

The source, who did not reveal 
the channels through which Am- 
man was pushing its efforts, said 
fee Kingdom's endeavours were 
complementary to contacts that 
are under way between the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and the Egyptian govern- 
ment. 

Usually reliable sources said 
last month feat Egyptian officials, 
in talks with senior PLO repre- 
sentatives, bad promised to ease 
entry restrictions imposed on 
Gazans. But no decision has yet 
been reached, the same sources 
said Sunday. 

Cairo is following a policy of 
granting 72-hour trasit visas to 
Gazans with “Israeli permits" to 
enter the Gaza Strip, but putting 
others through a screening pro- 
cess which could take up to four 
weeks, and in many cases applica- 
tions are turned down by the 
Egyptian Interior Ministry. 

Sources familiar with the 
screening process said that those 
who can prove feat they are 
financially sound enough to sup- 
port themselves are given permis- 
sion to enter Egypt wife possibili- 
ties of stay in the country while 
others are turned down. 

An Egyptian source said it was 
not true feat the government had 
adopted a policy of “blanket re- 
fusal” to Gazans holding Egyp- 
tian documents. "Gazans who 
possess (Israeli-issued) entry per- 
mits to Gaza are automatically 
granted 72-bour transit visas to 
enter Egypt,” said the source. 
“Others are referred to Cairo for 
a process which does not take 
more than four weeks to be com- 
pleted,” added the source. 

The source did not provide any 
figure for the rate of rejection of 
applications. 

Cairo's argument says feat 
Egypt cannot allow Gazans into 
its territory without guarantees 
that they are assured of Israeli 
permission to enter the Gaza 
Strip. 

Expatriate sources said around 
23,000 Gazans holding Egyptian 
travel documents remained in 
Kuwait wife nowhere to go in the 
face of the Egyptian policy. No 
accurate estimate is available on 
the number of Gazans with Egyp- 
tian documents who passed 
through Jordan since the Iraqi 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan has commuted five 
death sentences — Amnesty 


By Nor Safi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan has com- 
muted death sentences passed 
on five prisoners convicted 
under martial law and has 
promised to review cases of 
other prisoners, senior officials 
of Amnesty International said 
Sunday. 

Hanny Megally, head of the 
Middle East section of fee 
London-based human rights 
organisation, and Claudio Cor- 
done. an Amnesty reseracher, 
said they were informed of fee 
government’s decision during a 
meeting with Prime Minister 
Taher Masri on their current 
visit to Jordan. 

Mr.Megally and Mr. Cor- 
dons are in Jordan to assess 
fee Kingdom's record and con- 
duct in fee field of human 
rights. 

Jordan, which had come 
under heavy criticism in pre- 
vious Amnesty International 
reports, does no longer finds 
itself the target of such critic- 
ism from fee organisation fol- 
lowing . fee liberalisation and 
democratisation process laun- 
ched since 1989. 

Reporting fee commutation 
of death sentences as conveyed 
to them by Prime Minister 
Masri, Mr. Megally said that 
“it is expected that some, even 
many, prisoners will be re- 
leased.” 

Amnesty hopes that the 
cases of all those tried by mar- 


tial law courts will be solved 
without delay, he said, describ- 
ing trial conducted under mar- 
tial law as “unfair.” 

The identity of those re- 
prieved from the gallows or the 
nature of fee crimes they were 
convicted of was not im- 
mediately known and no offi- 
cial was available for com- 
ment. 

Mr. Megally’s and Mr. Cor- 
doned visit comes as a follow- 
up on last year's visit Amnesty 
International Secretary- 
General Ian Martin. 

Mr. Martin had met with 
officials of fee Jordanian gov- 
ernment to discuss Amnesty's 
concern about human rights in 
the country, Jordan's memor- 
andum and proposals for gov- 
ernment reform and recom- 
mendations. “Since then,” Mr. 
Megally told fee Jordan Times, 
“we have noted that regula- 
tions governing martial law 
have been repealed and va- 
rious laws are in fee last stages 
of being drafted, in particular 
fee defence law, state security 
court law, press laws and fee 
political parties law.’ 

Amnesty International had 
objected to the new defence 
law as being too harsh. 
"Amnesty had recommended 
feat safeguards be introduced 
into fee defence law, particu- 
larly wife regard to adminisra- 
tive detention,” Mr. Megally 
recalled. Amnesty also recom- 
mended strict time limits on 
fee duration of detention and 


for prompt judicial review of 
it. 

Since fee arrival of the AI 
team, “we have been informed 
that fee new state security 
court law will include fee right 
of appear for the court of 
cassation, which is in line with 
our recommendation.” Mr. 
Megally said. 

Mr. Megally and Mr. Cor- 
done also met with Minister of 
Interior Jawdat Sboul. 

Mr. Sboul. in comments car- 
ried by the Jordan News Agen- 
cy. Petra . said that fee delega- 
tion voiced satisfaction with 
the measures taken by the gov- 
ernment concerning human 
rights and the government's 
keenness to provide a suitable 
atmosphere to bring fee demo- 
cratic experiment to a success- 
frill end. The minister said he 
reviewed wife fee delegation 
fee procedures adopted by the 
government to protect public 
freedoms. 

One area that Amnesty re- 
mains concerned over is that 
fee present safeguards “need 
to be considerably streng- 
thened,” said Mr. Megally, re- 
ferring to detention and inter- 
rogation of suspects. “In par- 
ticular," he said, “fee orga- 
nisation has been calling for 
strict access (within houis or 
days of arrest) to lawyers, 
families and medical examina- 
tions.” Amnesty alsn stresses 
fee importance of access of 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iran tightens pressure on Israel 
to break impasse over hostages 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran Sunday 
stepped up pressure on Israel to 
free Muslim prisoners and end 
the impasse in complex negotia- 
tions to free Western hostages in 
Lebanon. 

Israeli hostage negotiators said 
Sunday they do not expect an 
immediate breakthrough on the 
hostage issue despite a frenzy of 
diplomatic activity last week after 
an American and British hostage 
were freed. 

• “Nothing can happen over- 
night. This is a very complex 
problem,” said Uri Lubrani, the 
defence ministry’s adviser on 
Lebanon, who is heading Israel's 
efforts to secure a prisoner swap. 

Weekend reports quoted U.N- 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar as saying he believed a 
solution could be negotiated 
within two weeks. 

In an inverview with the 
Associated Press. Mr. Lubrani 
said Israelis involved in negotiat- 
ing a prisoner swap “have be- 
come very wary of predicting 
time frames and results and so 
forth. We have become slightly 
cynical about it.” 

He said “the only important 
development so far” was that Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar was now fee 
mediator. 

“I don't think feat we could 
have hoped for a higher level of 
activity,” said Mr. Lubrani. who 
twice visited Geneva last week 
for talks with Mr. Perez de Cuel- 
lar. 

“No country and no organisa- 
tion will want to lead him down 


fee garden path... disappoint 
him... frustrate his efforts,” he 
said. 

Mr. Lubrani insisted Iran had 
the “overriding influence” to 
secure the release of Western 
hostages in Lebanon, and to pro- 
vide “a dear, irrefutable, une- 
quivocal indication” of the fate of 
Israel's missing men. 

But Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati, continuing 
Tehran's high-profile manouevr- 
ing of tiie hostages, urged visiting 
representatives of fee European 
Parliament to put pressure on 
Israel. 

“There is now a positive trend 
underway for fee freedom of the 
hostages and Israel should be 
brought under pressure to release 
the Lebanese and Palestinians it 
holds as hostages,” he said in 
remarks carried by Iran’s offidal 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA). 

“It seems feat if this is done fee 
positive process will continue,” 
Mr. Velayati added. 

The hardline and sole surviving 
son of Iran's late Ayatollah 
Rubollah Khomeini, in remarks 
carried by Tehran Radio, sug- 
gested Israel also should release 
thousands of Palestinians 
arrested in Israel’s crackdown on 
the uprising in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“If Westerners are really de- 
fenders of human rights, they 
must put pressure on fee Zionist 
repine so that thousands of Mus- 
lim hostages are released from 
feat country's prisons.” said Mr. 


Khomeini. 

His reference to thousands in- 
stead of hundreds of prisoners 
clearly meant he included Palesti- 
nians arrested on fee occupied 
West Bank. 

Israel has repeatedly said its 
8,000 Palestinian prisoners will 
not be part of any package deal 
on hostages and its missing ser- 
vicemen. Hostage talks have fo- 
cused on exchanging nearly 400 
mostly Lebanese detainees under 
Israeli control for seven missing 
Israeli servicemen, or their re- 
mains, and the Western hostages. 

Mr. Khomeini is an influential 
voice in Iran. But his radical 
views often have been at odds 
with the government of President 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani, who seeks 
to end the hostage crisis to end 
Iran's international isolation. 

Mr. Velayati reiterated Iran’s 
desire to resolve the hostage 
issue. He said the efforts of Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar to resolve the 
crisis were positive and expressed 
hope they would succeed. 

The frenzied, high-profile 
negotiations of fee past week 
appear to have given way to 
behind-the-scene manoeuvres 
aimed at cracking the difficult 
problems impeding any hneay 
release. 

Iran is trying to generate West- 
ern pressure on Israel to break 
the impasse. But Israel has stead- 
fastly insisted on gening informa- 
tion on its missing servicemen 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Experts see potential for 
progress towards peace, 


but only over time 


By Jocelyn Noveck 

The Associated Press 


IF THE UNITED States can find 
a way to resolve the Arab-lsraeli 
dispute over Palestinian repre- 
sentation, the long-sought Middle 
East peace conference can finally 
begin. 

Then comes the rough part. 

In the early stages of (he con- 
ference, prospects for real prog- 
ress appear dim. Israel has given 
no sign it is willing to cede Arab 
Zand — the basic premise of the 
U.S. peace plan. Neither have 
the Arabs shown willingness to 
back down from their demand for 
their land. 

Among a dozen analysts and 
former officials interviewed in the 
United States and the Middle 
East, however, there was a feel- 
ing that in the long run — 
perhaps years of hard bargaining 
— compromise was possible. 

Progress is most likely between 
Israel and the Palestinians, some 
say, because tbe Palestinians are 
weaker politically than before the 
Gulf war and might be anxious to 
make a deal with Israel. 

They note that, with the end of 
the cold war, Syria lost its tradi- 
tional patron in the region — the 
Soviet Union — and President 
Hafez A1 Assad could be more 
amenable to U.S. diplomacy. 

All stress that a forceful U.S. 
re’: is crucial to progress. The 
United States, they say. must be ' 
involved in all phases of the talks, 
ready to flex its political and. 
economic muscle and prod the 
sides into compromise. 

Most analysts agree that, even 
if the initial talks yield no results, 
the mere fact of the sides coming 
together will be beneficial. For- 
midable psychological barriers 
will be broken, and die talks 
themselves could generate 
momentum. 

“Negotiations don’t jnst photo- 
graph positions, they change 
them,” said Abba Eban, the 
Israeli statesman. “Once they be- 
gin, people are hesitant to break 
them off.” 

Palestinian professor Emile 


Saiiyeh said: “At least the "Berlin 
Wair between the sides will have 
been broken.*' 

Others fear positions could 
harden if the talks foil, giving new 
impetus to the Palestinian upris- 
ing in the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories and bringing the region 
closer to war. 

Here are the views of five of 
those questioned: 

— William Quandt, Middle 
East analyst at tbe Brookings 
Institution in Washington, pre- 
dicts talks will bog down quickly 
over entrenched positions. Thus, 
the United States will have to 
remain actively involved to keep 
things moving, he said. 

Mr. Quandt sees a better 
chance for movement on tbe 
Palestinian issue because the 
Palestinians want “to reverse a 
negative trend.” 

Posable interim solutions, he 
said, could include an Israeli offer 
on a demilitarised Gaza Strip, or 
an offer of elections in Palestinian 
municipalities in exchange for 
assurances of calm. 

In the long term — possibly 
when the right-wing government 
of Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
is no longer in power — he 
envisions a “confederal arrange- 
ment” involving Israel, the 
Palestinians and Jordan. 

— Dr. Saiiyeh, a former pro- 
fessor at Birzeit University in the 
occupied West Bank, feels peace 
is possible in the long term under 
a more moderate Israeli govern- 
ment. 

The first movement might be 
“confidence-building measures,” 
Dr. Saiiyeh said. These would 
-include Israel giving Palestinians 
more control over their com- 
munities. 

He doubts the current Israeli 
government would trade land for 
peace. But later, he can foresee a 
transitional arrangement under 
which Israel would gradually start 
transferring authority to a 
Jordanian-Palestinian entity. 

As for Syria, which wants the 
Golan Heights back, Dr. Saiiyeh 
sees a deal involving a demilita- 
rised Golan. The same deal, he 


said, amid include a demilita- 
rised southern Lebanon. 

— Mr. Eban, a former Israeli 
foreign minister, feels progress is 
more likely on die Palestinian 
issue because ’"things are going 
against them." 

He envisioned an interim set- 
tlement along the lines of the 
197$ Camp David accords, mean- 
ing an agreement on autonomy 
with the final status of the occu- 
pied territories to be determined ' 
later. 

He said (me scenario is (hat, if 
Mr. Shamir feels he is being 
pressured too much, be would 
break off the talks and call early 
elections, delaying any. agree-* 
meat. 

If the talks foiled, there would, 
be despair, a growth of radicalism 
on both sides and more suppres- 
sion of Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories, Mr. Eban said. . 

— Rami Khouri, a political 
analyst in Amman, does not ex- 
pect progress from the face-to- 
face meetings between the sides, 
but “eventually we wSl have to 
move together.” 

Mr. Kbouri said partial conces- 
sions by both sides could lead to a 
comprehensive settlement, “but a 
partial solution would not work.” 

Sitting down to talk is essential, 
be said, but “if there is no agree- 
ment, dais will definitely lead to . 
war.” 

— Gregory Gause, an Amer- 
ican professor of Middle East 
studies at Columbia University, 
said tbe prospects for success are 
dim. He said Israel does not 
appear willing to change its poli- 
cy, but is mainly going along with 
the conference to please ' 
Washington and be assured of 
continued aid. 

“The United States seems to 
think that, once people sit down, 
they’ll come to some sort of an 
agreement,” he said. “That’s 
nonsensical.” 

Mr. Gause predicted the talks 
would eventually “peter out” 
Their failure might not lead to 
war, he said, but “could leave 
things worse than they were be- 
fore.” 


Sheikh 
Obeid’s wife 
appeals for 
his release 


NICOSIA (AP) — The wife of 
Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid has 
appealed to Iran and all interna- 
tional bodies to secure the release 
of her husband, the most impor- 
tant Shiite prisoner Shitte prison- 
er held by Israel, the Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) 
said Sunday. 

Sheikh Obeid, 33, a prominent 
Shiite cleric who was a top official 
of Hizbollah, in southern Leba- 
non, was kidnapped by airborne 
Israeli agents from his home in 
1989 to be used as a bargaining 
chip for Israeli prisoners. 

Hizbollah is believed to be the 
umbrella group for the groups 
holding most of the II remaining 
Western hostages. Sheikh 
Obeid's release from a prison in 
northern Israel has been deman- 
ded by the Western hostage hol- 
ders. 

IRNA, in a report monitored 
in Nicosia, said Sheikh Obied's 
wife in a letter to tbe agency's 
office in Sidon, Lebanon, 
appealed to Iran and all interna- 
tional bodies to make efforts to 
secure the release of her husband 
and other Lebanese prisoners 
held by Israel. 

Relatives of some of the other 
Arab prisoners staged a sit-in 
Friday in Beirut and sent an 
appeal to the United Nations 



Israel is holding Lebanese ami Palestinian prisoners who are expected 
~ - p-t-rrmT nrrhanfr tfnil nrnrlTfng; Wrirf rm honlagri hrM 
in Lebanon. Some of the prboncrs arc bdd at an Israefi prison camp 
at AtUt, south of Haifa, seen here 


saying their loved ones deserve 
freedom just as much as the 
missing Westerners in Lebanon. 

Uri Lubrani, the adviser on 
Lebanon to Israel’s defence 
ministry, Saturday offered to 
allow the Red Cross to visit 
Sheikh Obeid but only on condi- 
tion of reciprocal visits to Israelis 
held in Lebanon. 

Israel is pressing for informa- 
tion on seven ofits servicemen 


missing in Lebanon. Mr. Lubrani 
told Israel Radio Saturday that 
until Israel got authoritative in- 
formation on its missing service- 
men there would be no move- 
ment on the hostage talks. 

“We appre ciate the fact that 
his family is of course anxious. 

. Our families are anxious too and 
I think it is high time that all tfct* 
misery and ag ony and angmA 
should be stopped,” he said. 


Doha ready 
to drop 
territorial 
case if 
King Fahd 
solves it 


DOHA (AP) — Qatar said Satur- 
day it would withdraw a territo- 
rial dispute case lodged with the 
International Court against 
Bahrain if Saudi . Arabia’s. King 
Fahd leads the two neighbours to 
an acceptable settlement. 

An unidentified Qatari official 
quoted by the state-run Qatar 
News Agency said: “If an accept- 
able brotherly solution is reached 
through the wise efforts of ... 
King Fahd, then the case will be 
immediately withdrawn from foe 
international court.” 

It said that was in line with the 
agreement reached on the fringes 
of foe annual summit conference 
of foe leaders of the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) in De- 
cember 1990. Saudi Arabia is tbe 
leading party in the .six-country 
alliance that also includes 
Kuwait, Oman, and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

The statement said that the 
mediation and the legal arbitra- 
tion were “parallel maant of 
attaining justice and bolstering 
peace mid security in the Guff 
region.” 

It urged restraint in public 
comment about the dispute, 
saying that the alternative would 
not be in the interest of the 
"atmosphere of quiet legal deli- 
berations” at the Hague, nor of 
foe goodwill efforts of the Saudi 
kingdom. 

The Qatari statement was foe 
first since it lodged its case in July 
with the World Court, formally 
known as the International Court 
of Justice, an affiliate of foe 
United Nations. 

Qatar rejects a British decision 
in 1939 which granted sovereignty 
to Bahrain over a string of flys- 
peck islands, knowns as Hnwar, 
and tbe Fasht A1 Dibal and Jara- 
dah shoals. 


The disputed area between the 
peninsular state and the central 
Gulf island is potentially oil-rich. 

Bahrain, in a terse statement in 
July, said it “rejects absolutely 
the claims made by foe State of 
Qatar”, to foe Worid Court. 

■ In the meantime, Arab di- 
plomatic sources reported that a 
Qatari warship on Aug. 3 entered 
Bahrain's eastern waters “with- 
out pursuing foe normal official 
procedure,” considering it a 
violation of Bahraini territorial 
rights. 

They said Bahrain coast guard 
units accosted tbe Qatari warship 
and escorted it until it left the 
-waters east of the Dibal shoals. 

The statement distributed by 
the Qatari News Agency made no 
reference to this incident. But it 
said Bahraini naval units “several 
times” pentrated tbe disputed 
waters in a violation of a 1986 
agreement that Qatar and 
Bahrain would desist from a 
military presence in those areas. 

The border dispute had flared 
in 1966 when Qatari forces briefly 
occupied tbe Fasht A1 Dibal reef 
where foe Dutch Ballast Nedam 
firm was undertaking reclamation 
work. King Fahd immediately 
stepped in to mediate a settle- 
ment. 


Aside from foe terse July state- 
ment, Bahrain officials have de- 
clined public comment on foe 
devel op me n t s , bat Gulf officials 
said that tbe Bahrain government 
had officially protested the Aug. 
3 modern. 


Both countries gained inde- 
pendence from Britain in 1971, 
and each has a fledgling naval 
force on barely a dozen units that 
include Exocet-equipped missile 
gunboats. 


Indian politician- cum-joumalist 
promises ‘true portrayal’ of Arabs 


By Sense Hahn 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two documen- 
taries about foe Arab Worid in 
foe aftermath of tbe Gulf war, 
made by an Indian crew for 
Indian Television, wiD be a 
surprising diversion from the 
stereo-typed Western pre- 
sentation of foe Middle East 
and its problems, foe Indian 
director and producer of the 
documentaries promises. 

Bhim Singh, a member of 
tbe national assembly of Kash- - 
mrr who is well known in India 
for his activities in support of 
Arab causes and foe Palesti- 
nians, is a self-styled potititian- 
cum- journalist and television 
producer. 

Mr. Singh, who successfully 
produced a documentary on 
the Golf crisis entitled “Seeds 
of War” — with footage of 
Iraq before and during foe war 
— promises that his next two 
productions “will reflect tbe 
true situation in foe Arab 
Worid today, after tbe Gulf 
war.” 

“Journalism is my mission,” 
Mr. Singh told foe Jordan 
Tunes in an interview a few 
hours before his departure 
from Jordan after concluding 
filming for tbe documentaries. 
“The Arab Worid is not prop- 
erly understood among foe 
masses in my Country” and 
there is a need for a true 
portrayal of tbe Arabs, added 
Mr. Singh, head of tbe Panth- 
ers Party which has extended 
its support for foe government 
of P.V. Narshnha Rao in New 
Delhi. 

“I felt that they (Indians) 
needed to know things about 
the Arabs. They needed to 
know about the occupied terri- 


tories, foe A1 Aqsa Mosque, 
.the Holy Sepulchre 


Church, 
Lebanon, and Iraq,” he said. 

According to Mr. Singh it 
was the wide acclaim that 
“Seeds of War” drew in india 
that prompted tbe state-owned 
television (Doordarshan) to 
co rn missi on him to make two 
more documentaries on foe 
aftermath of the Gulf war.' 
“Seeds of War reflected foe 
seeds of conflict in foe Middle 
East and showed that as long 
as the Palestinian problem re- 
mains unresolved the region 
will always be in turmoil,'' 
according to Mr. Singh, whose 
opinion on international de- 
velopments and American 
policies are often described by 
many as revolutionary. 

Mr. Singh was in Amman 
last week on the last leg of his 
travel through the Arab 
World; including Iraq, foe 
occupied territories, Lebanon, 
Syria, Egypt and Tunisia, 
where he and his three- 
member team interviewed 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

Mr. Singh was interviewed 
by Rami Khouri on Jordan 
Television’s “Encounter" 
programme screened Saturday 
night. In his comments during 
the interview, Mr. Singh fo- 
cused on what be said was the 
Third Worid perspective of die 
Gulf crisis and foe internation- 
al scene and lashed out at 
American policies. - 

While it was mostly smooth 
sailing flor Mr. Singh in tire 
Arab countries — although he 
was di sap po inte d a little in 
Lebanon — he faced a tough 
process while trying to get into 
foe occupied territories. 

“We were interrogated for 


five hours by foe Israelis who 
finally agreed to let us into 
occupied . Palestine only on the 
condition that we leave our 
cameras at the bridge” across 
tbe River Jordan, Mr. Singh 
said. 

Among foe Palestinian lead- 
ers whom Mr. Singh met with 
in foe occupied territories was 
Arab East Jerusalemite Faisal 
Husseini. “Mr. Husseini reaf- 
firmed that foe Palestinians re- 
gard the PLO as their sole 
legitimate representative and 
will not compromise on tbe 
issue of Palestinian representa- 
tion (in peace talks),” Mr. 
Singh said. 

Mr. Husseini ‘"also said foat 
they (Palestinians) are willing 
to talk to anybody, but that 
there would be no peace with- 
out PLO participation in die 
(proposed) pesce conference," 
Mr. Singh said. 

In Amman, Mr. Singh, 
director of tbe private Voice of 
foe Millions television com- 
pany in New Delhi, inter- 
viewed His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat. 

“We also talked to many 
other officials who explained 
to us the problems faced by the 
Kingdom with foe return of the 
expatriates and foe cut in foe 
annual aid coming from tbe 
Gulf,” he said. 

On his second visit to Iraq 
since foe Gulf crisis erupted in 
August 1990, Mr. Singh 
travelled extensively • through 
the country, examining foe 
situation in the north and 
south, and filming what he 
referred to as “tbe human suf- 
fering of the Iraqis” following 
the war and the impact of the 
continuing international sanc- 


tions against Iraq. 

In Lebanon, the team inter- 
viewed President Elias Hrawi 
and several ministers, but 
“when we tried to go to the 
south — to the areas occupied 
by Israel — we were denied 
entry,” Mr. Singh said. 

“I saw it with my own eyes 
only white journalists were 
allowed into (Israel’s self- 
styled security zone)," he 
added. 

In Syria foe team met with 
senior officials and politicians 
of foe Democratic Socialist 
Party. In Egypt, they inter- 
viewed the ministers of foreign 
affairs and information and 
members of the Egyptian 
Socialist Party. 

Recalling his interview with 
Mr. Arafat in Tunis, Mr. Singh 
said that the PLO chairman 
“seemed confident about liber- 
ating Palestine from Zionist 
occupation.” 


“He also praised His Majes- 
.ty King Hussein’s efforts to 
solve the Middle East problem 
and described him as a great 
s t a t es man ,” Mr. Singh added. 

Mr. Singh said he expected 


to complete in two weeks foe 
process of putting together the 
two documentaries from the 30 
hours footage that his team has 
filmed. “We are dealing with a 
very sensitive issue that needs 
to be tackled carefully,” Mr. 
Singh said. 

Mr. Singh expressed appre- 
ciation of tbe Jordanian gov- 
ernment's support for and help 
in malting foe documentaries. 
He also said that he was think- 
ing of malting two more docu- 
mentaries; “one about Leba- 
non and the rebirth of a nation, 
and the second about Jordan 
and foe democratisatkm pro- 
cess here...” 


Poland asks for Israeli 
extradition of suspect 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Poland has 
asked Israel to extradite an im- 
migrant businessman suspected 
of involvement .in a-major bank- 
ing scandal, police said Sunday. 
Israel was examining whether it 


could comply with the request 
lack an 


since foe two countries 
extradition treaty, police said. 

Poland restored diplomatic ties 
with foe Jewish state only a year 
agn after rupturing them along 
with the rest of the Soviet bloc 
over tbe 1967 war. 

Police said they had “received 
a Polish request, submitted 
through Interpol, for arrest and 
extradition of Bognslaw Bagsik,” 
a Polish businessman in Israel. 

“As it is known, there is no 
extradition treaty between Israel 
and Poland. The legal aspects of 
the issue are now under discus- 
sion between police and foe jus- 
tice ministry,” a police spokes- 
man added. 

Mr. Bagsik is president of Art- 
B Corp. Ltd, a private trading 
company that grew rapidly in foe 
new market economy of post- 
communist Poland, Polish offi- 
cials have said. 

The Warsaw prosecutor’s 
office issued a warrant for Mr. 
Bagsik’s arrest last week over 
suspicions he was involved in 
bribing a high-ranking state bank- 
ing official. 

He was accused of transferring 
“material benefits... worth about 
60 million zlotys ($5,200) in re- 
turn for actions violating tbe 
law,” foe Polish prosecutor’s 
office said. 

Tire Polish press has described 
tbe probe against Mr. Bagsik as 
part of a widening investigation 
into a scandal in Poland's state- 
owned banks that has already led 
to seven arrests, including rank- 
ing banking officials. 


Losses from the scandal and 
estimated to be as high as $130; 
million, Polish newspapers have 
said. .......... 

Mr] Bagsik, reported by Israeli 
newspapers as being in his 30’s, 
has (famed committing any 016- 
s gality. . 

Israeli newspapers have also 
quoted him as saying in inter- 
views be has given up all holdings 
in Art-B and has no plans to 
return to Poland. 

The Israeli interior ministry has 
also began investigating whether 
Mr. Bagsik’s immigration was 
legal, spokeswoman Tova Elm- 
son said. She refused to elabo- 
rate. 

According to Israeli newspap- 
ers, Mr. Bagsik immigrated six 
months ago and was granted 
Israeli citizenship under a law 
entitling such rights to all Jews 
who immigrate. 

Tbe reports said local suspi- 
' dons about Mr. Bagsik were 
* raised after his company recently 
concluded a deal to purchase 50 
per cent of shares of Israel’s 
powerful PAZ oil company. 

They said PAZ controls about 
45 per cent of Israel’s oil market, 
including its vital strategic sup- 
plies, and the deal with Mr. Bag- 
sik was reportedly worth $85 mil- 
lion. 

Israeli Finance Minister Yit- 
zhak Modai told tbe Maariv daily 
on Sunday he would withhold 
approval for foe deal. The news- 
paper indicated Mr. Modai had 
questions about how so much 
money could be poured into 
farad from the struggling Polish 
economy, tbe newspaper said. 

“I have bad a gut feeling that 
something in this PAZ deal 
doesn’t smell right. I will not 
approve this deal,” Mr. Modai 
was quoted as saying. 


Greece: Turkey torpedoes 
effort for Cyprus meeting 


ATHENS (AP) — Foreign secretary-general’s special Cyr- 
Minister Andonis Samaras said pus envoy, and U.N. Political 
Saturday after meeting with two Affairs Director Gustav Jeissel. 
senior United Nations ofi^fals*: j 

that Turkey was torpedtfng “ The two men are on a fad- 
efforts to bold a meeting on the finding trip that will aim take 


Cyprus problem in September. 

“I informed them about the 
recent barrage of statements by 
Turkish and Turkish Cypriot offi- 
cials that are torpedoing efforts to 
come to an understanding,” Mr. 
Samaras told reporters. 

He made the statement after a 
one-and-a-half hour meeting with 
Oscar Camillion, the U.N. 


them to Ttirkey and Cyprus next 
week. 


“It is necessary for them to 
return as the bearers of specific, 
constructive and logical answers 
on foe territorial and refugees 
issues,” Mr. Samaras said, “or 
there won’t be any progress on 
Cyprus.” 


Syrian medical project 
hit by Israeli lobby 


AN AMERICAN healthcare 
products company has aban- 
doned a project to build an in- 
travenous solutions plant in Syria 
following a two-year campaign by 
pro-Israeli groups whose allega- 
tions have included a claim that 
the factory might be used to 
produce chemical weapons. 

Baxter International won a S3 
million contract to build the fac- 
tory in April last year. The plant, 
to be sited in a Damascus suburb, 
was to have produced four mil- 
lion bags of fluids per year. Tbe 
dient was the General Establish- 
ment for Blood and Medical In- 
dustries, an affiiate of the Syrian 
Defence Ministry. 

• Reporting the affair. Middle 
East Economic Digest (MEED) 
quoted a company spokesman as 
saying; “There has been a cres- 
cendo of protest about foe pro- 
ject from Jewish groups, con- 
gressmen, shareholders and cus- 
tomers. ” 


In addition to the claims about 
chemical weapons, there had 
been allegations that the plant 
might be used to process heroin; 
that Baxter had agreed to sell its 
factory in Israel so foat the com- 
pany would be removed from foe 
lift of foreign firms boycotted in 
foe Arab World because of their 
links with Israel; and that Baxter 
.should not be (leafing with a 
country which foe State Depart- 
ment lists as a supporter of inter- 
national t e rrori s m. 


The company says that foe 
heroin and chemical weapons 
claims are completely groundless, 
and insists that it disposed of its 
Israeli plant purely for commer- 
cial reasons. Baxter officials note, 
meanwhile, that Syria’s inclusion 
on the State Department’s terror- 
ist list does not mean that U.S. 
Aims are banned from trading 
wifo tbe country (CAABU bulle- 
tin). 
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Princes Bason Hostrital •• 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02) 

RmAl Nates Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


11JS — BentixfRj) 

17:35 Bangkok (RJ) 

1MM — Cairo (RJ) 

1W# Casablanca. Turn (RJ) 

•fed S Moscow (RJ) 

Other Carriers (Terminal 2) 

UM Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

M-w .. ..... Cairo (MS) 
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AMMAN: 

Hassein Medial Centre 813813/32 

Kbaiidi Maternity, J. Amu... 644281/6 

Ak3eb Maternity, J. Asm.... 642441/2 

Jabd Amman Maternity 642362' 

Mathis, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmesasi 664171/4 

Shmesam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muastor Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali .......... 666127/37 

ALAhli, Abdafi 664164/6 

ItaBan. At-Mnbajrecn ... 777101/3 

AJ-B*shir,J. AsbnSeh — . 773111/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 60224050 

Aral Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zanpi Govt. Hospital ...... 

Zarna National Hospital .. 

IbnSbta H Mortal 1 .. 

A1 HOcma Modern Haptad 

. . (09)990990 


PON THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALU 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information b supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (0B)S320M. where it 
should always be voffiedL 


Royal Jordmfan (RJ) Flights 
(Tannins! 1) 



Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
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2205 Dubai, Muscat | 
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19M ........ Carol 
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New law on press freedom 
to be sent to Parliament 
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AMMAN — The new law on 
press aridpubHcatkais which . the 
government is to arfomi rt o Pariia- 
: meat, for approval is hot a mere 
^amendment . to the old law bat 
- rather a new taw .that takes into 
account the .democratic tram- 
■ formations in the Kingdom and 
the National Charter, according 
. to .Minister of Information- .and 
Culture Khaled Kacaki.. 

Tbe new drafr iaw has been 
throughly - studied , by advisors 
working for the government who 
also enlisted the view of many 
oqperienbecl specialists serving in 
the tie ids of the press and pub- 
lishing houses as well as writers, 
Dr. Karaki, said hr s sJtatcrnem to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Sunday. 

f Tie said the new law guarantees 
freedom of printing, freedom of - 
expression in any form including 
writings am] drawing and “free- 
dom of the press to provide the 
public with news, commentary 
and material related to science 
. and culture. The law guarantees 
public freedom and rights for ail, 
the minister said. - 

He said that the new draft law 
ensures the right for access to 
information and ' news which . 
would be presented to members 
of the public wtowflt.be allowed 
to publish their views in freedom. 

The new law guarantees the 
right of newspaper editors and 
journalists to keep confidential 
and secret sources of information 
and news. It also grants political 
parties, cultural, social and pro- 
fessional institutions the right to 
free expression and to publish 
their activities and achievements. 

Dt. Karaki said that the new 
law, however, reaffirms certain 
baric principles related to the 
ethics of the profession of the 
media, like being objective and ' 
accurate in reporting and refrain- 
ing from publishing anything that 
might stir violence or deepen 
hatreds or create tendencies to- 
wards sectarianism and racism. 


Accenting to the minister, the 
. new law provides terms and con- 
ditions for those, wishing to issue 
any periodicals or publication. 
He said that the new law empow- 
ers. the Council of Ministers to 
grant licences for new publica- 
tions within 30 days after the date 
of application for such licences 
~ but the government also has the 
right to deny such licences pro- 
vided it gives justifications for 
such refusal, which in trun could 
be.ontested at the Higher Court 
of Justice. 

The new law on press and 
publication defined die govern- 
ment's share in the ownership of 
a newspaper. Dr. Karaki said. 
Such participation should not ex- 
ceed 30 per cent of the total 
capital of the newspaper or press 
institution, explained the minis- 
ter. 

He added that the new law 
emphasises private freedoms and 
stresses that -the press should by 
no means publish anything that ! 
may conflict with such freedoms, ! 
national responsibilities, human 
rights and the values upheld by 
die Arab and Islamic nations. 

The minister said that the law 
organises the terms and condi- 
tions for any reply to articles 
printed in the press, conditions, 
and terms for publishing books 
inside or outside the country and 
conditions related to the practice 
of local newspapers and journal- 
ists receiving grants or gifts from 
any source in Jordan or abroad. 

According to the law, a licn- 
ence for issuing a publication can 
be granted to journalists, a firm 
or a political party. The minister 
said that the law does not restrict 
the number of publications or 
periodicals that can be published. 

The Conncil of Ministers, 
which met Saturday evening 
under the chairmanship of Prime 
Minister Taber Masri, approved 
the new draft law on press and 
publications in Jordan. 

Dr. Karaki said the draft law 
wiQ now go before Parliament for 
debate and approval. 


Malaysian experts stress 
nutritional value of palm 




- - - - %k»-ttaUidi • - 

Jordan ^Iiines Staff Reporter * 

AMMAN — A three-member 
Malaysian delegation currently . 
on a vist to Jordan, held a 
seminar Saturday on tire origin 
of -pahn ofl. : its uses and its 
' nutritional valnefri an, effort to 
promote -awareness of the pro- 
duct. - f-; 

The visit to Jordan is part of 
a tour of palm oil importing 
^ottntoe& by expects from the 
Malaysian Palm Ofi Institute. 
The visits sue conducted on an 
. annual ’ basis to update impor- 
ters’ knowledge and pass tech- 
. n i ffi i j and scientific information 

on pahn.pn. - 

' Malaysia jg the biggest pro- 
dneer and exporter of palm oil. 
Ofl nalm accounts for nearly a . 
Hurd -of die country's culti- 
vated. area. The country sup- 
ptie^SJ^per cent of the 
worirfs palm oil production. 

• 7 < Jordan, which has a 6.92 
kilogramme per; capita con- 
sumption of pahn oil, is one of 
tbe Mk^Qe East countries that 
imposts Malaysian ofi. The re- 
gion imports 1-68 million ton- 
. ties, of palm, oil, accounting for 
25j?er cent of the total Mala- 
yan. production. 

■ According to experts at the 
; M imhflr , the palm tree bears 
aboOt.lO to 12 fruit bunches a 
ye|jtand is never without fruit 
ftohi the time it starts produc- 
mg^Twhen the tree is three 
-yeafrt old, to the time .it ceases 
to be Samomically productive, 
about 22 years later. 

Oil , fa. extracted from the 
ptdp;pf the fruit, foe mesocarp, 
and from the kernel Both 
parts ' are made up of 50 per 
.'cent oil. 


m seminar 

...TV* extraction process is 
different for each ami they are 
kept separate for the prop- 
erties not to get mixed up. 

According to the experts, 
extensive research was done in 
various countries in order to 
counter criticism regarding 
high cholesterol levels in palm 
cal. Researchers found that 
palm ofi, contrary to previous 
thinking, helps increase 
“good" HDL (high-density 
lipoprotein) and reduce “bad" 
LDL (low-density lipoprotein) 
cholesterol. 

Palm ofi is the only veget- 
able oil with a balanced com- 
position of saturated and un- 
saturated fatty adds, both in 
processed and unprocessed 
forms. When freshly extracted 
from the mesocarp, palm ofi is 
the richest known source of 
beta-carotene, the pro-vitamin 
A pigment, and has a high 
content of vitamin E. These 
two elements help inhibit can- 
cer (they were identified as 
possible anti-cancer agents) 
and reduce the blood dotting 
tendency thus reducing the risk 
of cardiovascular diseases. 

The oil, experts say, is highly 
versatile, having a large array 
of uses. When refined into a 
light-coloured product, it is 
used in deep frying and cook- 
ing, in margarine, ghee, bak- 
ery fats, confectionery and 
non-dairy whiteners. The by- 
products are the non-food ap- 
plications such as soaps, . 
cosmetic products, candles, 
paper and even palm diesel. 

As a source of energy, palm 
oil has been compared to 
mother’s milk, providing nine 
kilocalories per gramme. 



• ThqgrjJtrKving listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
. tfie dsay Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
tone and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 


^ Jordan Intereatefoetoal Hotel. 

'^' EdAUao of depicting the Jordanian environment 

h^ arfist Shaker A! Junta! at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

-. ;:ir, . .. SYMPOSIUM 

'fr: Symposium entitled “Gorbechevfem — Revolution or 
Conter-Revolutiaa” at Abdul Hameed Shonaan’s Cultural 
.and Scientific Centre — fc30 pjn. 



Prince Hassan cites role 
of judiciary in Jordan 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and 
Justice Minister Taysecr Kauaan with the first 


batch of students from the Judicial Institute 
(Photo by Yousef A1 ’Allan) 


U.S. funding of Jordanian 
projects to be resumed 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputising 
for His Majesty King Hussein. 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Sunday attended 
the graduation of the first batch 
of students from the Jordanian 
Judicial Institute. 

Addressing tbe graduation 
ceremony. Prince Hassan voiced 
the King's utmost care for the 
independence of tbe Judicial sys- 
tem and its integrity, in accord- 
ance with Article 30 of the Jorda- 
nian Constitution, which placed 
the Judiciary branch above two 
Executive and Legislative bran- 
ches. 

The Crown Prince said that tbe 
independence of tbe Judiciary 
does not mean its isolation from 
Jordanian Society. He hoped that 
the Judiciary will look into all 
means for advancing the profes- 
sion and to reach at objective and 
independent approach characte- 
rised by integrity and justice, he 


said. 

Prince Hassan named three 
elements which he said were 
necessary for strengthening the 
Judiciary. These elements are: 

— obtaining a higher academic 
degree in an area of specialisation 
and bene fitting from all modem 
legal theories that are capable of 
enriching the law profession in 
our country, 

' — documenting and keeping 
all decisions taken by the Jorda- 
nian Judiciary, particularly the 
decisions passed by the Higher 
Judicial bodies because analytical 
documentation of such decisions 
benefit tbe continuity of work, 

— and preparation of a percep- 
tion of the Judiciary establish- 
ment. 

Also addressing the graduation 
ceremony was Justice Minister 
Tayseer Kauaan. who voiced his 
gratitude for tbe King for the care 
His Majesty gives to the Judicial 


system. 

"This care is a dear certificate 
which every member in the Judi- 
cial system boasts of. It also 
serves as an incentive for dedi- 
cated work and for the smooth 
administration of justice," Mr. 
Kanaan said. 

The judicial institute has been 
established upon the directives of 
His Majesty King Hussein to 
prepare qualified cadres in the 
judicial field. 

At the end of the ceremony. 
Prince Hassan presented the cer- 
tificates to the graduates and 
received the institute's trophy. 

The graduation ceremony was 
attended by the Speakers of the 
Upper and Lower Houses of Par- 
liament. a number of cabinet 
ministers, members of the Jordan 
Bar Association's board, judges 
and members of the Board of the 
Judicial Institute. 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The green light 
has been given for the resump- 
tion of spending on program- 
mes in Jordan financed by the 
United States after the Bush 
administration provided certi- 
fication to Congress to un- 
freeze aid suspended since 
April, U.S. officials said Sun- 
day. 

“There was an amount of 
S57 million which was in the 
pipeline that was frozen in 
April and now this has been 
unfrozen," said Tom Oliver, 
director of the United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) in Am- 
man. 

The clearance came after 
President George Bush certi- 
fied to Congress on July 23 
Jordan's “helpfulness" in the 
American-led Middle East 
peace process, Mr. Oliver said. 
The aid was suspended by 
Congress in an expression of 
Washington's displeasure with 
Jordan's refusal to join the 
U.S.-led anti-Iraq coalition in 
the Gulf crisis. 

American officials said early 
this month that President Bush 
had sent tbe necessary legisla- 
tion to Congress to unfreeze 
financial assistance to' Jordan. 
But, they added, no new funds 
have been committed and 
military aid programmes are 
still under review. 


In addition to the £57 mil- 
lion, which Mr. Oliver said was 
in the form of economic assist- 
ance committed under agree- 
ments signed in previous years, 
the presidential certification 
has cleared the way for formal 
procedures to discuss further 
aid to Jordan. 

Mr. Oliver said the USAID 
office in Amman had already 
resumed work on projects 
which were frozen as a result of 
the aid suspension. These in- 
clude industrial and agricultu- 
ral development programmes 
and feasibility studies carried 
out under allocations made in 
years prior to 1990. 

The administration had ear- 
marked $31 million in assist- 
ance to Jordan for fiscal year 
1991 (October 1990 to Septem- 
ber 1991), but the allocation 
was removed under the con- 
gressional order, leaving the 
amount of possible allocation 
to Jordan subject to further 
consultations with Congress. 

“The high end of consulta- 
tions with the Congress is $31 
million but we don’t know how 
much will be the actual 
amount," Mr. Oliver said. The 
allocation has to be made be- 
fore Sept. 30, the end of fiscal 
year 1991. 

The United States is also 
providing about 240,000 ton- 
nes of feed grain for poultry 
and livestock worth $27 million 
to Jordan under an agreement 
signed in July. This assistance 


is not covered by tbe restraint 
imposed by Congress since it is 
charfhelied through the De- 
partment of Agriculture and 
not USAID. 

Total American assistance to 
Jordan for fiscal 1990 was close 
to $270 million, including 
grains and military aid. Pan of 
the assistance was allocated 
against “debts unpaid." A 
similar level of assistance was 
expected for 1991 but the Gulf 
crisis, which led to the strain in 
American-Jordanian relations, 
preempted it. In fact, the ori- 
ginal earmark for aid to the 
Kingdom for 1991 was $85 
million, including military aid. 
This was reduced to $55 mil- 
lion late last year by Congress. 

Fresh requests for aid to 
Jordan will be presented to 
Congress in October for fiscal 
year 1992 and Mr. Oliver ex- 
pressed confidence that the 
congressional decision will be 
favourable. 

Mr. Oliver said he would 
only discuss economic assist- 
ance and referred all questions 
related to military aid to the 
American embassy. 

Under the 1991 earmark, 
military assistance was ex- 
pected to be $20 million. An 
American embassy spokesman 
said he expected that amount 
to be restored. 

Tbe Congress is scheduled to 
end its summer recess later this 
month. 


Swiss government considering 
forgiving part of loan to Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Swiss 
government has derided to con- 
sider pan of its 60-mink) n-Swiss 
franc loan to Jordan as a grant in 
a bid to help the Kingdom over- 
come part of its external debt 
burden, according to a statement 
by Ministry of Planning Secretary 
General Safwan Touqan. 

Switzerland is now considering 
changing a sum of 20 million 
Swiss francs (about JD 9 million), 
its share in the loan, to a grant to 
Jordan but the rest of that loan 
would have to be settled with 
the creditors — a consortium of 
Swiss banks. Dr. Touqan said. 

The Council of Ministers here 
had approved an amendment to 
this agreement which was origi- 
nally signed last June. Tbe coun- 
cil also authorised the minister of 


planning to formally sign the 
amendment to the agreement on 
behalf of the Jordanian gov- 
ernments, Dr. Touqan said. 

Switzerland is one of a number 
of European countries which 
offered Jordan loans and grants 
in the wake of the Gulf crisis to 
ease tbe pressure on the King- 
dom’s national economy, which 
was severely affected by the cri- 
sis. 

In another development. Dr. 
Touqan announced that he had 
reached agreement with the 
Soviet government to hold a joint 
Jordanian-Soviet meeting in Am- 
man in tbe coming month to 
implement a joint cultural prog- 
ramme for the coming two years. 

Dr. Touqan made the state- 
ment following a meeting at his 


Production Supervisor Wanted 

JORDAN RIVER ENTERPRISES 

Is seeking a Jordanian female with 3 years experi- 
ence in 

— Production planning and implementation 

— Production supervision and training 

— Field work (urban development setting) 

— Design and colour coordination 

— Report writing. 

Applicant must be: 

— Fluent in English and Arabic 

— Artistically inclined 

— Very organised and reliable 

— People oriented 

Qualified applicants please phone: 628760, 656872 


Farmers in Jordan Valley 
compensated for loss of ci 


DEIR ALLA (J.T.) — Farmers 
whose crops were severely dam- 
aged in the last agricultural sea- 
son due to the use of polluted 
water from the King Tala! Dam 
will receive compensation from 
the government at the rate of JD 
8 per dunum. Minister of Water 
and Irrigation Samir Kawar 
announced Sunday. 

Should these fanners deride 
not to grow any vegetables and 
fruit on die affected Lands in the 
coming agricultural season in 
October, they would be eligible 
to receive JD 12 per dunum, the 
minister said at a meeting with 
fanners during an inspection visit 
to the Jordan Valley region. 

Fanners were reported to have 
sustained damages estimated tot- 
alling JD 60 million allegedly 
because they had used polluted 
water from toe King Talai Dam. 

As of Saturday, three centres 
will open at Deir Alla, Tallat A1 
Kamel and south Shun eh to re- 
ceive applications for compensa- ' 
tion, the minister said. 

Last winter, the government 
set up a special committee to 
investigate toe causes of tbe dam- 


age but no report was published 
about its findings and toe com- 
pensation to fanners was seen by 
many observers as an implied 
admission that toe water of the 
King Tala! Dam reaching the 
farmlands was polluted, causing 
the damage to toe crops. 

The government is giving due 
concern to the question of irriga- 
tion in toe Jordan Valley region 
and is currently studying all 
aspects related 10 water in the 
Kingdom to find proper solutions 
for each region, toe minister said. 

The question of water pollution 
at the King Talai Dam resulting 
from the flow of water treated at 
Khirbet A1 Samra Waste Water 
Treatment Plant will also be dealt 
with and the government plans to 
improve the quality of water for 
irrigation in accordance with in- 
ternationally recognised stan- 
dards, the minister added. 

Mr. Kawar said that tbe gov- 
ernment will never allow con- 
taminated water to reach toe 
farmlands because of its danger- 
ous effects on humans. He said 
that orders went out for tbe start 
of repair on die King Abdullah 


Canal, which carries water from 
the Yarmouk River to the Jordan 
Valley farmlands. The Jordan 
Valley Authority (JVA) wifi im- 
mediately begin maintenance 
work to save up to an estimated 
20 per cent of toe irrigation water 
which is being lost due to leak- 
ages in the canal. 

According to tbe minister, the 
cost of a cubic metre of water 
reaches 58 fils but is sold to toe 
farmers at the rate of only six fils, 
with government covering the 
rest of the cost. 

The distribution of irrigation 
water will be fair and strictly 
monitored by JVA regardless of 
toe type of crops, tbe minister 
said. 

He also announced that on 
agreement was reached with the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) to 
examine the soil in the central 
Jordan Valley region under toe 
supervirion of a foreign firm to 
ensure that it is not contaminated 
and can be used for fanning. 

Lands irrigated by water from 
foe King Talai Dam will be tested 
periodically under this agree- 
ment, Mr. Kawar said. 



office Sunday with Soviet Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Yuri Griadunov. 

The two officials agreed that 
Jordan and the Soviet Union 
should conduct a comprehensive 
evaluation of their joint executive” 
programme on cultural coopera- 
tion by toe end of this year, Dr. 
Touqan said. He added that 
agreement was reached that a 
joint meeting should be held in 
Amman before toe end of the 
coming month to review toe im- 
plementation of toe cultural prog- 
ramme for the coming two years. 

Jordan attaches great import- 
ance to the implementation of the 
programme, which is designed to 
launch cooperation in science, 
higher education, education, in- 
formation, culture, tourism, 
archaeology, youth, health and 
vocational training, he said. 


DEAD SEA SPA HOTEL 
PRESENTS DIRECTLY FROM 
BRAZIL LAMBADA FESTIVAL 
ON THURSDAY 22nd AUGUST 1991 
ENJOY BRIZ ILIAN FOOD & 

DANCE SHOW 





DINNER & SHOW 18.000 JD/PER 
DBL . BED . & BREAKFAST 16.500 JD/PER 
TRANSPORTATION FROM PHILADELPHIA HOTEL AT 7:00 p.m. TO DEAD SEA 
SPA HOTEL AND BACK AFTER THE SHOW 3.000 JD/PER 

ALL TAXES AND SERVICES INCLUDED . 

TICKETS ARE SOLD AT PHILADELPHIA HOTEL AND DEAD SEA SPA HOTEL 



i^>.U.gJlLiJinJI j-OdJiiShio 

DEAD SEA HOTEL 

FOR RESERVATION AND INFORMATION CONTACT 
601554 - 601544 
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GRANTED THAT the exodus of Iraqis and Jordanian and 
P piartinij iM expatriates into Jordan over the past several 
months has contributed to the unusually heavy traffic jams 
being witnessed in Amman and some other Jordanian cities 
these days. Bat the truth is that the real sources of oar 
traffic probkass Sae more with the way our people drive and 
the design a«ari plan n in g of the reads their cars have to 
negotiate in order to get there. Take for example the 
dedsos to btech two small bat vital intersections on the 
main Jafcsa! Amman thoroughfare, speriiScafly between the 
Fifth and Six carries and the Sixth and Seventh carries, 
©sfisasffiriy She verdict to dose those connecting points with 
the ether side of the Jobai Amman area was to speed op the 
flow of traffic and avoid its obstruction by periodic tarns to 
the teft or right of that congested part of the capital. Yet 
what easaed from that unfortunate step is exactly the 
opposite because by confining the “turning points’ 1 to two 
mrafn intersections several bottlenecks were unnecessarily 
created. As all vehicles are forced to continue their drives till 
the “batter end of the road,” namely Fifth and Sixth circle 
traffic lights, in order to turn into Urn Uthaina and 
SwaiSeh, the inevitable mayhem erupts at exactly those two 
points. The same applies to Gardens Street and Jordan 
University Read, among many others, where drivers are 
obliged to go many extra and unnecessary kHometres in 
order to be abte to tarn to where they want to go in the first 
place. Sastecd of these trooblesome traffic jams caused by 
the artiSdcBy created bottlenecks, it would have been saner 
asd less ccstty m terms of thne and gasoline costs for the 
concerned authorities to have main tabled a sufficient 
nrcaher tS cutlets and intersections on the principal streets. 
The ody price that drivers would have had to pay Tor 
keep sag the original solution is the control of their speed, 
which is a maximum of 60 km/hr inside towns anyway. In 
actual terms such control in the speed of automobiles on the 
affected streets would not be so much as to justify traffic 
bottlenecks in so many arteries of Amman . 

Of course there are many other traffic problems that the 
urban areas c-T car country continue to suffer from. On so 
many occasions the matter off maintaining weO-defined lanes 
was raised again s cd again without any solution in sight, it 
so happens timt weft-marked bm oaatribnte to driving 
dgCyfce tot Jor d an i a ns so de sperate ly need to learn once 
and for aSL The process to draw op distinct recognisable 
traffic Ssses 5s sot sack an e xp e nsive venture that oar traffic 
ttG&eriStas or the Amman mznritipafity cannot afford it. The 
OS33K?: c&ste of keeping oar streets in such disorderly 
shape, sat to ESKwton its human costs, outweigh any 
tota-aic Sstors pertaining to having street lanes and Stop 
SJarkiags. The trouble with traffic intersections as with 
traffic lanes and Stop signs which stiU no oik pays any 
attentiea to lira is feet that no-one m the concerned 
authorities is peyisg attention to what toe people cS Jordan 
have been ftnaastanfly warmag against. If the national 
dialogue «& such prearasg issues coaafones to be a dialogue 
between the deaf, then there is no point hi p u r suin g this 
mattes’ any longer. Hopcftafiy this thne around, when the 
streets of Amman are so heavily congested, somow out 
there w® Estes and Sabs note off what the people off Jordan 


Wbea a fonner mayor of Amman was asked not too long 
ago why he wooSd not entertain the idea of h nfletmg an 
artffitfei Sake ha Amman, his answer was simple. “I do not 
want to he respnEssibfie for anybody drowning in It,” be said. 
Wei, do our traffic officials want the responsibility for the 
loss off hzmdreds of lives in traffic accidents every year 
sSnqafy because they cannot do a good job ha their field of 
work? 


AE&&1SSS E&^ESS m&lft&EBTCAiUES 


IN HIS interview with Visnews television network a few days ago 
His Majesty King Hussein called for a united Arab stand and 
concerted efforts on the part of Arab states in direct confrontation 
with Israel before the peace conference can convene in October, 
A1 Ra’i daily said Sunday. It said that Jordan is keen on unifying 
the Arab parties' stand with regard to this important conference 
not because it cazmot stand by itself, but rather because it is keen 
on achieving a united Arab stand that can be of real weight at the 
coming conference which is supposed to discuss issues of co mm on 
concern to all Arabs, the paper noted. Any further delay in 
uniting Arab countries' stand is bound to weaken the Arab 
position, said the paper. The paper noted that Israeli and 
American teams of officials and experts have been working band 
id hand for a long time in order to coordinate their views at die 
coming conference at a time when the Arabs are in disarray and 
foiling to achieve the minimum level of coordination. The paper 
said that Israel is skillful in falsifying facts and distorting 
situations, and, unless the Arabs are up to that challenge, they 
would soon be deceived 

AL Dustour daily tackled the plight of the Jordanian -Palestinian 
community in Kuwait and said that Western countries are ' 
tightlipped and taming a blind eye to the atrocities committed 
against this community by the Kuwaiti authorities. The Western 
countries' silence about such atrocities is tantamount to condon- 
ing such actions and such atrocities and is considered as an 
outright support for the Kuwaiti crimes against Palestinian and 
Jordanian civilians, the paper noted. We are blaming the Western 
countries because they had been bragging about human rights, 
had launched a war against Iraq under that pretext and have been 
claiming to uphold international law and implement international 
legitimacy, the paper added. The leaders of the Kuwaiti regime 
seem to have dosed their ears to calls from Arab brothers urging 
them to stop the inhuman treatment of Jordanian and Palestinian 
expatriates simply because they are backed by the military forces 
of the U.S-led affiance, the paper continued. We are indeed 
saddened to see Arab countries failing to do anything to halt the 
atrocities but we are also appalled by the attitude of the Western 
countries and their failure to uphold human rights and interna- 
tional principles in the case of the oppressed expatriates driven 
out from Kuwait 



Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 


Iraqis only can choose and shape their destiny 


THE kind of punitive measures being applied against Iraq must 
have as their aim either the overthrow of the Saddam Hussein 
regime or the destruction and mutilation of the Iraqi nation or 
both. How else can one explain the string of United Nations 
Security Conner! resolutions being adopted on Baghdad which in 
their cumulative effect appear to aim for the dismantling of the 
Iraqi nation and rendering it impotent and subservient for as long 
as one can see? 

Against this seemingly international plot against part of the 
Arab World, the Arabs appear ominously silent. Recently, 
however, Cairo began to change its stance on the basically 
Western determination to liquidate Iraq by noticing Washington, 
and other capitals supportive of the U.S. master plan, that the 
Egyptian people will not support any more military strikes against 
Iraq, under any pretext, since such military offensives would be 
viewed by the Egyptian people as a bellicose effort to destroy an 
Arab country. 

If this new Egyptian logic is pursued a little further and 
extended to its logical conclusion one would likewise conclude 
that the economic blockade on Iraq is a great threat against the 
well being of an imporant pan of the Arab World and therefore 
must be foiled and aborted. 

Unfortunately, Cairo's voice against the continuation of mea- 
sures against Iraq and its people is not being effectively echoed by 
other Arab capitals, with the exception of Amman, as far as one 
can detect Had the silent Arab capitals joined the mejtk chores 
against the disfiguration of Iraq and the dispersion of its people. 


there might have been some hope that Iraq and its people could 
still be saved from the terrible fate they have faced already. 

As for the rest of the comity of nations, there is no hope 
whatsoever that they may succeed in arresting the camp aign 
against the Iraqi leadership and its people as long as the 
permanent members of the U.N. Security Council view their 
collective interests as better served by aiding and abetting such a 
campaign. 

Against this backdrop, the Iraqi leadeship has two options: 
either to stay firm against the relentless efforts to bring it down or 
to give way to other forces that have a chance to soften the blows 
against their country. 

Rightly or wrongly, whenever a country is defeated as badly as 
Iraq was, the leadership immediately changes in order to better 
absorb the shock and effects of such a defeat. 

If one may draw a parallel between the defeat of Germany and 
Japan in the World War II and the defeat of Iraq , then the natural 
thing to anticipate in the Iraqi situation is a change of leadership. 
Obviously such a decision in Iraq cannot be taken lightly or with 
impunity. Only the Iraqi people have the right to exercise such a 
prerogative to determine its future by a national plebiscite 
democratically conducted. After all, the people of Iraq are and 
should be the final arbiters of such a national course in the wake 
of the defeat of their country in the Gulf war. 

Surely the Iraqi people would weigh their decision with utmost 
national responsibility and take into consideration the events and 
circumstances that have led to the defeat of their armed forces. 


-£ rsfarsKXfSSs 

Accordingly, the sooner the Iraqi people are given aui a n^rt 
udfemls the Iraqi leadership rakes tins road for oahonal 

salvation the better it is for all sides. 

As the Iraqi government is now keener than ever to mtrocfece 
parliamentary democracy, such political 
domestic scene would provide the kind ^ 
and its people to determine its future. As 

is a grave risk that Iraq would continue to be bled to death and its 
people dispersed across the Middle East and beyond. 

If tins is in essence the purpose of the Washington- Urn don axis, 
then Iraq and its people must endeavour to preempt smAaplan 
by taking the kind of remedial actions that could succeed in 
n ullin g the mg from under the feet of their enemies. . _ 

If the Iraqis choose to keep their leaders and renew mar 
confidence in them, then the enemies of Iraq will nave to take 
note of this solemn decision and give up their vicious attack on iL 
But as long as the Iraqi people are denied the opportunity to voice 
their support for their leadership then the enemies oi Iraq would 
continue to entertain illusions about their ability to destroy Iraq. 



M. Kahil 



ush’s ‘new look 


By Mosbe Zak 

PRESIDENT George Bush did 
not ask Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir to make a gesture toward 
the Islamic Jihad, as did British 
Premier John Major. Had be 
done so, be would have received 
a polite, reasoned reply, like that 
sent to Mr. Major, saying that 
Israel couldn't {day games with 
gestures while ignoring its seven 
PoWs and MiAs in Lebanon. 

After slipping in his first reac- 
tion to the Islamic Jihad de- 
mands, Mr. Bush reverted to the 
traditional U.S. policy of not 
surrendering to blackmail by a 
terrorist organisation. And it 
makes no difference whether tin: 
blackmail is about a money ran- 
som (releasing the billions of dol- 
lars of Iranian assets frozen in the 
U.S.) or political ransom (press- 
ure cm Israel to free terrorists). 

However, the American 
media, which do not question the 
a dmin istration *s wisdom in refus- 
ing to unblock the Iranian assets 
to spring the Western hostages in 
Lebanon, this week worked over- 
time calling for an Israeli gesture 
to bring about the release of 
American and British hostages 
kidnapped and held by the pro- 
Iranian militias in Lebanon. 

The crashing reply to these 
calls was given this week by Dr. 
Henry Kissinger who explained 
that American pressure on Israel 
to release terrorists would only 
invite new kidnappings of Amer- 
ican citizens. 

This claim by Mr. Kissinger is 
consistent with his stand even in 
tiie days when he was President 
Richard Nixon’s adviser. Among 
papers found in the White House 
is a memorandum the then- 
national security adviser sent on 
Dec. 4, 1970, to the president. It 
said: 

“Dear Mr. President: In view 
of the news stories about possible 
plots of kidnapping (Kissinger 
himself), I would like to state my 
position in the extraordinary 
event that this should occur. If 
such an attempt should succeed, I 
would like to ask you to meet no 
demands of the kidnappers, 
however trivial. I would assume 
that any demand that is met 
would establish a precedent 
which is against the national in- 
terest. If you should receive any 
communication from me to tire 
contrary, you Should assume that 
it was made under duress. Re- 


spectfully, Henry A. Kissinger.'’ 

The tine laid down by the 
Nixon administration has 
directed U.S. governments since 
then: unlike France, which has 
agreed to financial and political 
(foals with terror groups to free its 
citizens in captivity, the U.S. has 
stood firm on the principle of not 
surrendering to terrorist black- 
mail. 

This consistent stand, however, 
showed a crack at the beginning 
of the week when Mr. Bush made 
some remarks on the subject of 
the hostages in Lebanon. His 
words could be interpreted by the 
Islamic Jihad to mean it had won 
the president's understanding of 
their demands for an Israeli ges- 
ture as a condition for letting 
Western hostages in Beirut go 
free. In the course of the week, 
the administration was forced to 
-work hard to clarify that the U.S. 
would not press Israel and would 
not try to squeeze from it a 
in favour of the Islamic 


Some 10 months ago, Iran 
asked the Swiss government to 
mediate between it and Israel 
concerning the freeing of Shiite 
prisoners in South Lebanon; 
Switzerland proposed that Israel 
take the first step as a gesture for 
freeing prisoners, to advance the 
release of Western hostages and 
Israeli PoWs, and MiAs in Leba- 
non. Israel responded to the 
Swiss recommendation and freed 
40 Shiite prisoners. 

Bat that gesture remained un- 
answered. The U.S. was privy to 
this negotiation, so Mr. Bush 
made a grave factual error in 
crediting the American agree- 
ment with Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad concerning a regional 
peace conference for the Islamic 
Jihad proposal to free American 
hostages in return for pressure on 
Israel (the organisation works 
under Iranian guidance in Syrian- 
controlled territory). 

From Israel’s viewpoint, the 
Islamic Jihad’s message to tire 
U-N. secretary general poses a 
worse condition than the 
approach through Switzerland: 
for at that time. October 1990, 
the negotiation was conducted 
from the outset over the inclusion 
of Israeli prisoners and MiAs in 
the deal. Only in April this year 
did the Iranian foreign minister 
change the terms by announcing 
at a news conference in Tehran 
that ins country would be ready 


to cooperate in freeing hostages 
in Lebanon if the U.S. pressed 
Israel to release Sheikh Obeid 
and other Muslims held by it. 

At his vacation home, Mr. 
Bush was not folly briefed with alt 
the facts; had he been informed 
of the content of the Islamic Jihad 
note, be would have taken care 
not to voice that unfortunate re- 
mark about the deep concern by 
the captors of the hostages re- 
garding the Palestinian problem. 
Had be read the document . he 
would have been careful not to 
praise what it said: 

“If struggle, jihad, and resist- 
ance against die superpowers is 
terrorism, we and the oppressed 
peoples throughout the world are 
proud to be terrorists, combating 
injustice and striking terror into 
the hearts of the enemies of God 
and Mankind, as long as they 
interfere in the internal affairs of 
oppressed nations and peoples 
anywhere in the wo rid." 

And if Mr. Bush had gone on 
to read the next sentence, be 
would have seen: 

“The U.N. should endeavour 
to put an end to the hegemony of 
the superpowers over its resolu- 
tions and activities, and one of its 
first casks should be to abolish the 
iniquitous right of veto, which is 
rightly regarded as worse than the 
law of the jungle.'* 

Assuredly, he would have re- 
frained from congratulating the 
Iranian government for its part in 
freeing Western hostages, since it 
is dear to everyone that this 
statement was not written in 
Beirut, but dictated by the Ira- 
nian Foreign Ministry: it has 
launched a campaign to abolish 
the big powers' veto in the U.N. 
Security Council — something 
which is not the concern of the 
“Oppressed of the World’’ in 
Beirut. 

It is doubtful that Mr. Bush 
would have recommended listen- 
ing sympathetically to the words 
of the Beirut kidnappers to their 
captives had he first read this 
segment of their note to the U.N. 
secretary general: 

“We appeal to you, in your 
capacity as secretary general of 
the U.N., and to the world as a 
whole, to adopt Mam as an ideol- 
ogy, a code of law, and a system 
to follow the teachings of the 
great Imam (Ayatollah) 
Khomeini, who expounded the 
principles and conventions on 


which peoples, movements and 
regimes must base their en- 
deavours to achieve progress, to 
solve the problems with which 
they are burdened, and to 
achieve happiness and well- 
being.” 

It may be assumed that he 
would even have been careful not 
to commend their remarks on the 
Palestinian issue: most of the 
hostages grabbed in Lebanon a 
priori firmly espoused a pro- Arab 
tine; they did not need the lec- 
tures they got. 

The hostage David Jacobson of 
the American University of 
Beirut justified his views, after 
being freed, by saying that what 
he had been videotaped as saying 
against President Ronald Reagan 
and Israel was said “under 
duress.” 

In contrast, the American mis- 
sionary Benjamin Weir stayed 
faithful to the anti-Israel, pro- 
PaJestmian tine he preached dur- 
ing 32 years in Lebanon. On his 
return to Washington, he called 
on the U.S. administration to 
change its policy toward Israel, 
which he harshly attacked — 
though be knew be bad been 
freed thanks to Israeli interven- 
tion in Tehran! 

Then-president Reagan sent a 
note of thanks to Israel for that 
and his vice-president. Mr. Bush 
heard during his visit to Jeru- 
salem of the Iranian instructions 
broadcast from Tehran to the 
terrorists in Lebanon. 

On the surface, no excessive 
importance need be attributed to 
Mr. Bush's casual comment 
(while playing golf during his 
vacation): the more so after his 
subsequent public explanation 
that the U.S. would not negotiate 
a deal with terrorists and would 
not press Israel to make a un- 
ilateral gesture. 

However, in practice, a remark 
tike that reveals his latent 
thoughts on the Middle East: 
they could be symptomatic of the 
forging of the “New Look" in 
Washington — a look according a 
central place to Syria, with a 
stronger emphasis on the Palesti- 
nian cause, and preserving dis- 
tance in political coordination 
with Israel. 

The development of such a 
“New Look," for which the re- 
gional conference will serve as 
the anvil, is bound to worry 
Israel — The Jerusalem Post. 


Flicker of hope 
illuminates murky 
underworld of terror 


By David Hirst 

THE upsurge of optimism about 
the release of another Western 
hostage in Lebanon, and even the 
possibility that the Iranian- 
backed Shiite terrorist under- 
ground is now disposed to negoti- 
ate a deal for the release of all 12 
of them, is far from the first of its 
kind. Perhaps it is more seriously 
grounded than usual. But it is 
almost more confusing, because it 
came so suddenly. 

Furthermore, although there 
has long been a clear trend — 
local; regional and international 

— in favour of a happy ending to 
the hostage saga, ah opposite 
push is also making itself felt at 
the moment, one that might 
actually lead to fears of a resurg- 
ence of hostage-taking. 

It is murky and impenetrable, 
the underworld of hostage- 
taking, involving a weird mixture 
of the criminal and political, the 
personal, factional and strategic, 
religions zealotry and cruel cynic- 
ism. It features an array of actors 

— Iranian, Syrian, Israeli, Wes£ 
era, Lebanese Shiite — just alf-i 
out everyone. In fact, except the 
Lebanese state on whose territory 
it flourishes. 

The positive indications may, 
as U.S. intelligence is suggesting, 
be based on something of an 
accident: a sharp deterioration in 
the health of Teny Anderson, the 
American journalist who, after 
bis capture in March 1985, has 
endured his appalling physical 
and psychological ordeal the 
longest of all. 

On the other hand, they could 
be the fruits of a series of larger 
developments. Chief of these is 
the emergence of President 
Hasbemi Rafcanjam as the undis- 
puted strongman of Iran, the 
growing ascendancy of his 
“pragmatic” wing over its “radic- 
al’’ rivals within the post- 
Khomeini revolutionary lead- 
ership, its determination to im- 
prove relations with the West, 
and its recognition that the hos- 
tages remain a basic obstacle. 

C h aracteristically, it was the 
Tehran Times, mouthpiece of the 
pragmatists, which broke the 
news of a posable release. 

“Another such constant is the 
determination of Syria’s Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad — whose 
wooing of the West has come to 
fruition with his historic conces- 
sions in the Arab- Israeli peace 
-process — - to shed a reputation 
for terrorism every tat as well- 
earned as Mr. RafranjanTs once 
was, and to prove that he can 
bring peace to Lebanon where 
everyone else has failed. 

Syria cannot daim as much 
influence as Iran over the fun- 
damentalist HizboJUah movement 
and its hostage-taking sub- 
groups, but, if only through the 
sheer weight and scope of its 
physical presence, it has some 
influence over at least a segment 
of them. Often in the past it has 
used it, with the lucky captive’s 
furtive handover to Syria intelli- 
gence in a West Beirut street, 
followed by a pre-arranged press 
conference in Damascus, to 
achieve maximum credit for it- 
self. 

The hostage-takers themselves 
must feel very tempted to strike 
as favourable a deal as they can, 
before they lose even more of 
their diminishing bargaining pow- 
er with their former sponsors or 
accomplices. 

Their demands, as they have 
emerged in recent months, have 
been reduced to the release of up 
to 500 Lebanese and Palestinian 
pnsoneis in Israeli jails, inciudine 
®b**kh Abdul Kanm Obeid, thu 
fundamentalist cleric whom’ the 
Israelis abducted from deep in- 
side Lebanon. The deal interests 


the Israelis if they can use itto get 
back seven of their soldiers — at 
least two of whom are known to 
be still alive — missing in Leba- 
non. It interests the Western 
powers because it holds out the 
prospect of winning freedom for 
their nationals without baring to 
“bow to terrorist blackmail.” 

In forecasting the release of an 
American and a Briton by the 
weekend, the Tehran Times took 
good care to warn that things 
could yet go very wrong. Its 
caution is perhaps even more 
justified than usual. The Times 
must be well aware of challenges 
to Mr. Rafsanjani's ascendancy. 

The radicals may be staging a 
desperate rearguard action 
against him. Some reports have it 
that they are exploiting — wife 
arson and the fostering of disturb- 
ances — the popular discontent 
engendered by his free market 
economic polities. 

The hostage-takers 
themselves most feel very 
tempted to strike as 
favourable a deal as they 
can, before they lose even 
more of their djmmMrfng 
bargaining power with 
their former sponsors or 
accomplices. 


The radicals are outrage 
the historic concessions wttict 
Arabs have made on bebal 
Pax Americana in the Mi 
East: they are particularly ai 
that Syria, traditionally Ii 
closest Arab ally, should 
showing the way. That is 
embarrassment to Mr. Rafsax 
too; he recently sent his for 
minister to seek “dear expl 
tions” from Damascus. 

Habitually, the Iranians 
rather like the Israelis — an 
too willing to exploit their h 
ence in Lebanon for wi 
strategic purposes. At the 
ment, their Hizboflah prob 
are playing the spoiler’s r 
refusing to dissolve their mi 
as the Palestinians are doin 
under the aegis of Pax Syri 
and owing to pursue the an 
struggle against Israel to the t 
For Mr. Rafsanjani, 1 
damentaHst milit ancy in 1> 
non, insofar as he is still 
conragag it, might simply b< 
instrument for extracting gre 
^cognition for Iran's place i 
new » American-dominated, 1 

efie Eastern order; for his rati 
nvab it could be the base < 
deadly seriously campai 
against him as well as against * 
Great Satan.” 

"2* ,ast t * mc > “I June, that 
Tehran Tunes forecast an in 
neot hostage release, the e 
nence grise of the radicals, 
"*™ er interior minister 
Afcbar Mohtashemi, told a r 
Tehran newspaper that I 
would be a “two-edged weape 
Jr it involved any deviation fi 
legitimate” Islamic demands, 
warned darkly, it would “ 
fontely lead to internal (Irania 
a ™extemal explosions.'* 
'yho, one wonders, is 
£*SmusatiOT for the Defence 
Pnsoners Rights, which thre 
grenade last night near U 
offices m West Beirut, urging 
. Se ^5 tar 7-Gencral/^‘ 
tins deal, not to 
suspicious acts t 
S™ Uitorests Of Ameri 
^Jsjjce agencies and 
Israeli Mossad”? 

Atinost all is conjecture in l 

wellhe that, with the Iran 
Pragmatists pushing so hard, 

!?a*J®es of a happy ending , 

SST ** **■ 






commuted sentences 
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judges to assess 
■’■ '^Tjfe^iSty oftheir detention 
^^^ijJwattnenL _ 
^Sran^ io Mr. Cordone, 
aH^-these. safeguards are m- 
't&ded in tfae United Nations 
Gyrivemipn. against Torture, 
has decided to ratify 
i. 'tha . treaty_,as well as the 
' :i?ptiona! protocol to. die Inter- 
'sSatfcmal Convention of CSvfl 

:.^®d Political- Rights 

- ? Amnesty’s definition of an 
‘Heal country in terms of re- 
' ,sp^<rf1nni^ right& is based 
^on ' tbe .UnfybxsaJ Declaration 
^Hnman Higfats and other 
i a tem a tk»al standards. “We 
on all governments to 
ratify tikise and to adapt local 
.sqd national laws in line with 
the international treaties,” Mr. 
SfegaBy said. 

/ Specifically, Amnesty works 
tor the release of all people 
Imprisoned because of political 
or religious news or ethnic or 
racial discrimination, of who 
have not used or advocated 
violence, one of those who are 
termed pri s o n ers of conscien- 
ce. “We ask for the repe al of 
any legislation that allows such 
individuals to be imprisoned,” 
Mr. Megalfy explained. 
Amnesty also works for fair, 
prompt trial for all political 
prisoners. “We are against tor- 
ture and death penalty in all 
cases," he said. - 

“In that sense, any govern- 
ment that follows these' prin- 
cipals are dose to an ideal 
cotmtiy . that we seek,” Mr. 
Megally. said. 

Asked bow Amnesty asses- 
sed Jordan’s records and per- 
formance .when compared to 
other countries of the region, 
Mr. Megally said that the orga- 
nisation tries not to make such 
comparisons. “We try not to 
compare countries and not to 


have a league table of cou tries 
in terms of human rights re- 
cords,” he said. Each country 
has its own social, economic 
and political context as viola- 
tions and “each country differs 
greatly in terms of types and 
intensity," be said. However, 
■we welcome any improvements 
in human rights situations." 

On a different level. Mr. 
Megally said that Amnesty is 
“very concerned about the 
situation of Palestinians, 
Jor danians and other nationals 
returning from Kuwait." 

“We have called on Kuwaiti 
authorities not to expel anyone 
(from Kuwait), " he added. 
Amnesty has also called on 
authorities not to execute any 
of the prisoners recently con- 
victed or sentenced to death. 
“Amnesty is pleased that those 
sentences are now commuted, 
but it has expressed concern 
about trials that have already 
taken place, particularly over 
allegations of torture, pre-trial 
detention and lack of appeal 
following detention." 

The two delegates will re- 
port back to the secretary 
general (of Amnesty Interna- 
tional, in London and seek to 
continue the “constructive dia- 
logue" and the open access to 
Jordan that we have today,” 
Mr. Megally said. "Where it is 
appropriate, we will make 
further recommendations to 
the government is the spirit of 
die improvements that are tak- 
ing place presently,” Mr. 
Megally said. . 

The Amnesty experts voiced 
satisfaction over the import- 
ance Jordan has given to the 
respect of human rights in the 
National Charter. “We hope 
that positive steps are taken by 
Jordan that will encourage im- 
provement of human rights 
throughout the region," Mr. 
Megally said. 


Jordan seeks to help Gazans 


(Cootiseod from page 1) 

invasion ofKnwait in August last 
year. 

Post-war Knwait is terminating 
the employment contracts of 
thousands of Jordanians and 
Palestinians, forcing them to 
leave die emirate, where most of 
them have lived for most of their 
He. The Egyptian policy has dep- 
rived the Gazans of any destina- 
tion whatsoever since their 
lassiez-passer is not aooeptedj&y. 
any pther-epnatiy and their on- 
gins! Israehpefmlts to enter the 
Gara Strip have either expired or 
been cancelled by the occupation 


has expr e ss ed willing- 


ness to allow entry to the Gazans 
for transit to the Gaza Strip 
through the Kingdom if the 
Israeli occ u pation authorities per- 
mit them. 

• His Majesty King Hussein re- 
ferred to the issue in a recent 
interview. “If we can secure 
somehow a transit opportunity 
for them to get back home 
through Jordan... we will... see 
what we can do," be said. 
.^According to the sources, the 
problems facing Gazans were 
raised during discussions held in 
Cairo earlier this month between 

. Egyptian leaders, including Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa, and Israeli 


Iran tightens pressure on Israel 


'; V \ (Ccsuteead from page l) 

before releasing any of the Mus- 
fon .prisoners whose freedom is 
demanded by the hostage hol- 
ders. 

—“On the issue of the release of 
the hostages; the Westerners are, 
as on all other matters, making 
their i n terest s and demands the 
fundamental issue,” Mr. 
Kfomefoi saidoo Tehran Radio. 
"Hesaid ttie West must pressure 
Israel ter : free -Sheikh Abdul 
Karim^Obeid if it wants its hos- 
tagesmTebanbn released soon. 

Sheikh Obeid, 213, a prominent 
SmteMm^mderic, was kidnap- 
ped by airborae Israeli agents 
from his home m-Sontfa Lebanon 


in July 1989 to be used as a 
bargaining chip for securing the 
release of seven Israeli service- 
men missing in Lebanon. 

He was a top official in South 
Lebanon for the Shiite Hizboilah, 
which is believed to be an 
umbrella group for the groups 
holding most of the 11 Wester- 
ners missing in Lebanon. The 
hostage-boldeis are demanding 
Sheikh Obeid's release from a 
prison in Israel. 

“If usurper Israel does not re- 
lease Sheikh Obeid and other 
detained Muslims, the problem of 
hostage-taking will undoubtedly 
not be resolved in the near fu- 
ture," Mr. Khomeini said. 




Syria, Egypt 
accept 
Arab talks 

(Comiaeod from page 1) 
Israeli withdrawal from all Arab 
territories occupied in the 1967 
war — including Jerusalem — the 
right of the Palestinian people to 
return to their homeland and 
Internationa] legitimacy.'* 

Mr. Najjab also said that the 
Islamic Resistance Movement, 
Hamas, which is based in the 
occupied Gaza Strip, has rejected 
participating in a meeting of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC), expected to be convened 
in Algiers on Sept. 15. 

“We contacted the Hamas 
leadership and invited them to a 
preparatory meeting for the PNC 
session, but they refused," Mr. 
Najjab said. 

His Majesty King Hussein said 
recently that he planned to visit 
Damascus soon for talks with 
Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad. 

The 450-member PNC will 
elect a new seventh council, 
which includes the presidency, 
the Executive Committee and 
representatives from PLO fac- 
tions. 

Hamas had demanded a quota 
for hs representation in the PNC, 
but Mr. Najjab would not com- 
ment whether the PLO rejected 
Hamas’ proposals. 

“There will be independent 
representatives from those in the 
diaspora and new faces in the 
Palestinian organisation (in the 
upcoming elections),” Mr. Naj- 
jab said. 

He added that the PNC meet- 
ing “would either support or re- 
ject the plan towards the peace 
conference.’’ 

He said that the majority of the 
PLO and PNC members sup- 
ported a general peace process 
“based on international legitima- 
cy." 


Foreign Minister David Levy. 

“Levy expressed the Israeli 
government’s position that the 
issue could not be resolved except 
as part of an overall answer to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict," said one 
source. "However, he promised 
to study the matter further and 
get back to Musa," the source 
added. 

In the meantime, the Algerian 
and Libyan governments are 
offering employment to Palesti- 
nian expatriates, official sources 
said. “But the offers are limited 
to skilled workers such as 
teachers, engineers etc.,” said 
one official. 

Advertisements have appeared 
in the local press inviting applica- 
tions through the PLO for em- 
ployment in Algeria and Libya. 


U.S. President George Bush 
Sunday credited Iran with playing 
a more constructive role in the 
United Nations in negotiating 
terms for (he release of remaining 
Western., hostages m Lebanon. 

Although Mr. Bush stopped 
short of saying that Iran bad 
taken the lead in efforts to bridge 
the differences between the 
hostage-takers and Israel, he told 
reporters: “I mink there’s a feel- 
ing that they would like to get this 
matter behind them." 


The president also said he was 
unconcerned about the current 
lull in the peace process and said 
he did not believe there had been 
a loss of momentum although 
“we ought not to get the hopes of 
people up." 


Government takes steps to help re 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The newly- 
established Returnees Welfare 
Committee met Sunday under the 
chairmanship of Salameh Ham- 
mad, who is also the secretary 
general of the Interior Ministry, 
and discussed the information 
and statistics collected about 
Jordanian and Palestinian citizens 
who have returned to Jordan 
after losing their jobs in Kuwait 
and other Gulf states. 

Mr. Ham mad also had a meet- 
ing with a leading member of the 
Jordanian community in Kuwait, 
Abdullah A! Qaq, who expressed 
the appreciation and gratitude of 
Jordanians returning from 
Kuwait to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. 

Mr. Hammad was briefed by 
Dr. Qaq on the demands of retur- 
nees and the difficulties they are 
encountering. Later, he met with 
the director of the United Na- 
tions Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) affairs in Jordan, 
Frank de Jonge, and discussed 
with him the agency’s potential 
contributions to help the retur- 
nees. 


Mr. Hammad also met with the 
British charge d'affaires in Am- 
man and discussed with him 
scopes of assistance to the retur- 
nees. 

The Returnees Welfare Com- 
mittee has recently been created 
upon directives from His Majesty 
King Hussein to provide the 
necessary facilities for the retun- 
rees. 

In implementation of the Royal 
directives, the Customs Depart- 
ment Sunday issued a circular to 
all customs directors to exempt 
from customs duties personal lug- 
gage and effects accompanying 
Jordanians coming from Kuwait 
for permanent residence in Jor- 
dan, provided that the returnees 
produce a document proving that 
they were living abroad. 

Elaborating on the new cus- 
toms facilities, the director gener- 
al, Mahdi Farfian. said new in- 
structions had been given to all 
customs officers requesting that 
they facilitate the entry of the 
returnees luggage into the coun- 
try. 

The instructions gave customs 


officials the authority to grant 
exemptions in accordance with 
the provisions set out by the 
circular issued Sunday, without 
referring to the Customs Depart- 
ment. The new instructions allow 
for more flexibility in checking 
incoming luggage accompanying 
returnees. 

Customs officials can only 
check a specific number of items 
against the Customs Clearance 
Declaration rather than checking 
all the items. The instructions 
also gave priority to furniture 
over other items. 

The circular provided for ex- 
empting from customs duties all 
household utensils, electric 
equipment and carpets a ccom- S 
panying returnees, provided that 
such equipment are designed 
solely for use by the families 
concerned. The instructions also 
gave customs officials or their 
deputies the authority to deter- 
mine the consumption rate. 
However if any dispute arises 
about this rate, it should be set- 


tled in favour of the returnee. 

Under the new instructions, 
the beneficiaries from the cus- 
toms exemptions must present a 
written statement that neither 
they nor any of their family mem- 
bers were granted exemption for 
their furniture over the last two 
years. They will also have pay 
customs duties and taxes on such 
furniture if it has been established 
that such items were granted ex- 
emption during the previous two 
years. 

In another development, the 
Ministry of Education said it had 
taken steps to absorb more than 
50.000 students, and was plan- 
ning to accommodate another 
20,000, according to ministry 
Secretary-General Munther Al 
Masri. 

In an interview with Jordan 
Television. Dr. Masri said the 
Ministry of Education had raken 
a number of measures aimed at 
enhancing its capacity to deal 
with the huge numbe. of studestis 
who will enrol in its schools this 
year. The measures included, in- 


ter alia, abandoning plans 
leave rented schools, increasing 
the number of students :n .ill 
sections from 35 and 40 to 
class, restoring the rwc shSs 
school system and recruitment 
about 5vU teachers. ,1 

Dr. Masri pointed out lhat'cLe 
’ costs involved would be arcuri'i 
JD S to 10 mi! -ion. He added 
there were no problems in acrnK ; 
ting students, even if they dixrnj 
have documents. .y 

"We will take the students' 
word concerning the classes the 3 
were in." the ministry’s secretary 
general said. . “ 

However, the ministry's direct 
tor general of education, 
Khaled Al Sheikh said in qijj 
interview with the Jordan New* 
Agency. Petra, that students 
would be given a period of sbf 
weeks :o bring in their docu- 
ments. “In case it is impossible 
for a student to bring these docu- 
ments. he or she will have to sit 
for a rest to assess his level, ar.d 
the student will be accepted in the 
right class," Dr. Sheikh said. 3 . 


American delegation calls for 
lifting of sanctions against Iraq 


Amman area health centres overburdened 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 
eight Americans concerned with 
humanitarian issues related to the 
Gulf war and the Arab-Israeli 
conflict left Amman for Cairo 
Sunday after brief visits to Syria, 
Iraq and Jordan. 

Affiliated with the Human 
Rights Project, a non- 
governmental organisation based 
in Washington, the group in- 
cluded two physicians, business 
executives and writers. One of 
the physicians, James McDer- 
mott, is also a member of the 
U.S. Congress from Seattle, 
Washington. He is travelling in a 
private capacity. 

Coordinator of the group is Dr. 
Landrum Bolling, former college 
president and long-time student 
of Middle East affairs and recent- 
ly retired Rector of The 
Ecumenical Institute at Tan tour, 
on the edge of Bethlehem. 

"Our mission," Dr. Bolling 
said, “has been to inform 
ourselves about the human reali- 
ties resulting from the tragic 
events of the Gulf conflict so that 
we may be better able to hold 
discussions with policy-makers 
and opinion-makers in the United 
States. Our country is engaged in 
a whole series of inter-related 
debates about the Gulf war and 
American policies in the Middle 
East. We want our participation 
in those discussions to be based 
on verifiable facts and direct first- 
hand observation." 

Asked about their impressions 
of conditions in Iraq, Dr. Bolling 
replied: "We were in Iraq too 
short a time to have more than a 
limited set of superficial views. 
However, we visited several hos- 
pitals in Baghdad and in provin- 
cial towns, we talked at length 
with government officers and 
with representatives of several 
international NGOs actively en- 
gaged in humanitarian assistance 
projects. 

We saw a number of shocking 
cases of severely maJ-nourished 
small children, be continued. 
“We all agreed that the issues of 
adequate supplies of baby milk 


and certain medicines must be 
addressed in a more urgent man- 
ner by both the world community 
and the government of Iraq." 

“Speaking personally, my own 
feeling was that the sanctions on 
food and medical supplies should 
be lifted totally and immediately 
and that Iraq should have access 
to hs financial resources to purch- 
ase those supplies in world mar- 
kets," Dr. Boiling said. “The 
United States and the United 
Nations should adjust their poli- 
cies accordingly. Meanwhile, it 
seemed to me that the Iraqi gov- 
ernment could itself do more by 
whatever means necessary to get 
baby milk formula to all infants 
who need it. 

There is widespread smuggling 
of all kinds of commodities into 
Iraq across virtually all borders, 
despite the sanctions, including 
Lebanese beer, cigarettes, etc., 
etc. One has to wonder if deter- 
mined efforts might not make 
more baby milk available without 
waiting for sanctions to be en- 
ded," he concluded. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Health 
Ministry is intensifying efforts to 
provide medical services to the 
public through its health centres 
in Amman and other areas in 
light of the growing demand on 
such services by the large com- 
munity of Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian ^ expatriates, according to 
Zeid Al Kayed, director_of the 
ministry’s Health Department in 
the Amman region. 

Health centres and hospitals 
are witnessing a huge influx of 
patients, many of them expatri- 
ates returning from Kuwait and 
the ministry is doing all it can to 
cope with the situation. Dr. Kayed 
said in a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

The health department in the 
capital has made arrangements to 
deal with the extra workload and 
the health centres in the’ Amman 
Govemorate have been supplied 
with additional., quantities of 
medicine and medical equipment 
to deal with the situation. Dr. 
Kayed said. 

Expatriates, like the rest of the 
public, are befog offered vaccina- 
tion, laboratory tests and general 
health services. Dr. Kayed said. 

According to the Ministry of 


Health, comprehensive health 
centres in Jordan provide primary 
health care services, care for 
mothers and children and dentis- 
try and X-ray services. 

Government sources estimate 
the number of Jordanian and 
Palestinian expatriates in Jordan 
at 350,000 plus nearly 100.000 
Iraqis who have converged on 
Amman after the Gulf crisis and 
in the ongoing Kuwaiti move to 
expel expatriates. 

Last month. Minister of Water 
and Irrigation Samir Kawar said 
that drinking water shortages in 
certain areas of the Kingdom 
were caused bv the return to 
Jordan of large number of expatri- 


ates. He told Petra that the Water 
Authority was pumping drinking 
water to the Amman region at the 
rate of 600 cubic metres per hour. 

Columnists in the local press 
have been voicing public com- 
plaints about persistent chronic 
water shortages in many areas. 

Also there is an acute shortage 
of housing, causing rents soar. 

The government last month 
announced that it has decided to 
begin spending from a JD 120 
million supplementary emergen- 
cy- budget for 1991 to deal with 
the expected consequences of the 
Gulf crisis on Jordanian housing, 
health, education and social ser- 
vices. 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE RUNES 
CO LTD 


Invitation To Tender 
No. 13F/91 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender No. 
13F/91, for the supply of 

500 MTS of Special Gelatine 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman Supply Department until 2:00 
p.m. local time Thursday 19.9.1991. Application 
for documents should be accompanied by a 
nonrefundable fee of JD (50) for each set of 
tender documents. 

The closing date for submission tender is 
12:00 hours local time Wednesday September 
25, 1991. 

Wasef Azar 
Managing Director 


Sole Agent: 

Mohammad & Haitham Abu Ai Rsghsb Trading Company 
Tel.: 647632-632831. Fax: 6S4G47 P.O.Box 6818 
Amman-Jordax 


AFuBda High Quality Tires 
frFulda for safety and control 
AFulda for dry and wet conditions 
■frFulda high dynamic stability 
AFuidayou should use to appreciate it 
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German High Performance. 
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THE. PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
. THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOfl-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 
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TTw first* best 
- Chinese Restaurant 
■> In J ordan 

IstCirde, Jaba! Amman, near 
‘ Aftfyyah Girts School 


Open daily 12^30-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 - Midnight 

TeL$3$M8 
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1 j ' s ^ 3 1 j* M I> J t j Mbit's 



®L 810885, 810689, 
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elegant 
colorful atmosphere 

mcdetaic prices 


<J^cc udqM^M / 

Amman’s 

/r exclusive gift shop^\ 

If italian shoes, ' 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, . 
crystalware etc. 


' CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight . 


STUDIO HAIG 

\ 

Professional Quality in 
l .Hoar Services 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger:- 

* JUMBO photo 
stem 30% larger 

• Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 


Shmcsani - Opp. GrindJays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 




RESTAURANT 


Speria! Chinese Foods 




Wad Saqra Road 
near Phtiadatphia Hotel / 

I Tel. 6S1922, Anunail / ^ 

Bbk lasted yyy 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 
- AT 

* |00^|0Q 

Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 
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CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, g 
forwarding, storage, “ 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 


Agents al over Bw world 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
P.O.Box 926487 Am 


The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


iiaimitel 

tl^qllls 


Amman - Tel 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Hi 






















U.S. takes 6 golds to pass 
Cuba in Pan Am medal race 


Havana (ap) — s« golds in 

swimming raised American spirits 
after the basketball and baseball 
teams sank into the bronze age. 
But they aren’t likely to prevent 
die first U.S. loss in total golds at 
the Pan American Games in 40 
years. 

Not since the first games in 
1951, when the United States sent 
teams in only 15 of 21 sports and 
trailed host Argentina, have the 
Americans lost the gold race. 

That prospect is now almost 
certain as Cuba heads into the 
final day one gold behind, 124- 
123. The Americans lead the 
overall chan 333 to 244. Cuba is 
heavily favoured to win most, if 
not all, of its 11 fights for gold in 
boxing — plus a batch of other 
golds. 

“We've all been thinking about 
the medals,” said Andrew Gill, 
who won the 100-metre back- 
strokc. "Every time we walk 
through the athletes village, 
people remind us. Tonight- 
helped even things up some.” 

The swimmers will seek 
another six-race sweep Sunday, 
the final day of competition. 

Jane Ski Urn an won her third 
gold, taking the 800 freestyle in 
8:43.26, just ahead of teammate 
Lisa Jacob. Americans also were 
1-2 in the men’s 50 freestyle, 
where Todd Pace edged Adam 
Schmitt 22.60 seconds to 22.61. 

The U.S. women's 400 medley 
relay team set a Pan Am record 
as Jodi Wilson, Dorsey Tierney, 
Angie Wester-Krieg and Ashley 


Tappin clocked 4:12.51. Tierney 
and Tappin each collected their 
third gold. 

Mark Dean won the 200 but- 
terfly, I-isa Summers took the 200 
individual medley, and Gill edged 
Rodolfo Falcon of Cuba in the 
backstroke. 

Dean, still coming back from 
lung surgery in June 1990, beat 
1988 Olympic gold medallist 
Anthony Nesty of Surinam by 
nearly two seconds with a time of 
2:00.11- 

Cuba won the baseball gold, as 
expected, with another rout, as 
expected. The Cubans pounded 
Puerto Rico 18-3, giving them 131 
runs in nine games. 

Unbeaten Cuba hit seven hom- 
ers, including three by Ere- 
midelio Urrutia, who went 6-for- 
6, and pounded out 23 hits. 

Chris Roberts singled to drive 
in Jeff Hammonds, who had led 
off the 15th inning with a double, 
as the United States outlasted the 
Dominican Republic 2-1 for the 
bronze medal in baseball. 

Roberts' one-out hit broke an 
0-for-9 slump, including O-for-6 
Saturday. 

“We were all tired and we 
wanted to get home with the 
victory.” Hammonds said.” I got 
a good jump ... and I knew it 
would be a close play at the plate. 
But I knew coach wouldn't hold 
me up in that situation just be- 
cause of the length of the game 
and Chris Roberts would have 
been at second base, anyway.” 


Sabatini, Sanchez Vicano. 
lose at Los Angeles Slims 


MANHATTAN BEACH, Cali- 
fornia (AP) — Monica Seles 
overcame her own frustrations 
and Arantxa Sanchez Vicario for 
a 6*7 (7-5), 6-4. 6-4 victory Satur- 
day in the semifinals of the Virgi- 
nia Slims of Los Angeles. 
a Seles, the world's top-ranked 
women's player, advanced to 


Sunday's finals. She will play 
Japan's Karaiko Date, who upset 
third-seed Gabriela Sabatini in a 
semifinal match. 3-6, 6-1, 6-4. 

Date, ranked 112th in the 
world and unseeded in the 
tournament, hammered five aces 
in the match and forced Sabatini 
to make several errors. 


Corporate Report races to 
victory at Travers Stakes 


SARATOGA SPRINGS, New 
York (AP) — Corporate Report, 
which was unable to catch Strike 
The Gold or Hansel in the triple 
crown races, beat both of them 
Saturday with a victory by a neck 
in the Travers Stakes for his first 
thoroughbred stakes victory. 

Hansel, the Preakness and Bel- 
mont Stakes winner who was the 
9-5 second betting choice behind 
8-5 Strike the Gold, was in the ■ 
battle from start to finish, but 
came up a short in the 114-mile 
race and pulled up after finishing. 

Strike the Gold was not a 
factor. 

Jockey Jerry Bailey said that in 
the stretch drive Hansel "started 
to favour his right front leg. He 
Was in some distress." 

"When we got to him, be was 1 
moving belter and there wasn’t 
any obvious lameness showing.” 
track veterinarian Dr. Joan 
d’ Alonso said. "But as a precau- 
tion, we put him on the van to 


take him back to the test barn." 

Strike The Gold, the Kentucky 
Derby winner, made a move from 
last place in the six-horse field on 
the turn but never got closer that 
fourth — which is where he 
finished. It was his fourth straight 
loss. 

Fly So Free finished third, 2 Vi 
lengths behind Hansel and three 
lengths ahead of Strike The Gold, 
who was followed by Lost Moun- 
tain and Tong Po. 

Corporate Report, who bad 
failed in seven previous stakes 
appearances, carried Chris 
McCarron to his second Travers 
victory in 2:01, 1-5. 

It was Corporate Report’s third 
victory, all this year, in 10 starts. 
It was worth S600,000 from the SI 
million purse. 

Corporate Report's triple 
crown record was a ninth in the’ 
Derby, a distant second in the 
Preakness and a fourth in the 
Belmont. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HWSCH 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hokfc 

4AQ96 9AJ83 AK52 46 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

14 Dbl Pass 1 4 

Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — In support of spades your 
hand is worth some 2D points. Bear 
in mind | though, that you have 
forced partner to bid and North 
could have a complete bust. Show 
your power by jumping to three 
spades, which is invitational- Part- 
ner will go on to game with a smat- 
tering of working cards. 

QJ5 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AK1063 976 . AQ9B 4A6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

Paas Pass 1 4 Pass 

2 4 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — In the old days you would 
have had to jump to three dia- 
monds, crowding the auction un- 
necessarily when you don’t yet 
know where or at what level you 
want to play the hand. These days a 
two-over-one response promises at 
least one more bid, even by a passed 
hand if opener changes suit, so you 
need bid only two diamonds for the 
moment. 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold; 

4A10943 9K7 CB96 4AJ6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 4 Pass 3 «& Pass 
7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — When this hand cropped up in 
a rubber bridge game. South rebid 
three no trump to show his stop- 
pers, and a slam was missed After a 
jump shift, the primary duty is to 
set a possible trump suit, and you 
should almost always raise partner 
with three trumps to a high honor. 
Bid four diamonds. 


Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AQJG 952 0AJ7 4Q1096 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 9 Pass 1 4 Pass 

2 9 P ass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— On this sequence partner 
promises a six-card suit, so you 
know you have an eight-card major 
fit- Nevertheless, with your bal- 
anced hand and no heart honor you 
should prefer a jump to three no 
trump over four hearts. If partner is 
very unbalanced, he can still 
correct 

Q. 6— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4 A 984 9763 >962 4QJ6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 9 Pass 1 4 Pass 

3 v Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Partner's jump shill is uncon- 
ditionally forcing. There is a strong 
tendency to bid three no trump, 
since you have a flat hand and a 
chib stopper, but that’s wrong. 
Partner has an unbalanced hand, 
and with three trumps and an ace 
you have nothing to be ashamed 
about. Take a preference to three 
hearts. 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

43 9A762 0AJK984 4AK6 

Tbe bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 v Pass 1 4 Pass 

7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — While the possible misfit is 
disquieting, your hand is too strong 
for any pussyfooting. Although the 
quality of the suit leaves something 
to be desired, we would make the 
reverse bid of two hearts. At least it 
describes the overall strength and 
distribution of the hand accurately. 
Plan to bid your dub fragment next 
if partner persists in spades. 


The men’s basketball team 
matched the bronze of the base- 
ball team — and their compat- 
riots in women's basketball. The 
men beat Cuba 93-74 in a brutal 
game that nearly broke out into a 
brawl, then had to sit and watch, 
with a tug in their hearts, as 
Puerto Rico beat Mexico 77-65 
for the gold. 

"It was tough,” centre Mike 
Peplowski of Michigan state said. 
“Anytime you’re playing for the 
United States in any kind of 
sport, anything less than a gold 
medal is sub-par. There was a big 
sense of defeat, a big sense of not 
accomplishing what we came here 
to do. 

"When we lost against Puerto 
Rico, it was hard to swallow and 
hard to chew on. But then we 
realised, ’hey, we could either 
come out here and do nothing, 
and just play and not care, or we 
can come out here and show 
everybody what we’re really 
made of — guys of good charac- 
ter. physically and mentally 
tough, and beat Cuba twice 
on their home floor to win the 
bronze.” 


“At least we’re going home 
with something in our hands 
where a lot of teams aren’t.” 

The Cuban players left the 
arena with o*bcr mementos — a 
bloody split lip on one, a lump on 
the forehead of another, a few 
more with welts on their necks 
and backs from flying elbows. 
The Americans had a few braises 
of their own, including a sore 
back that Walt Williams sus- 
tained when be was submarined 
on a dunk. The redness on Adam 
Keefe's face, the result of a slap 
by a Cuban player on the way to 
the locker room at halftime, dis- 
appeared by game’s end. 

Six players fouled out and tbe 
frequency of the calls by the 
officials probably prevented a 
fight in the tense, packed arena. 

The rough play briefly took 
everyone's mind away from the 
fact that this was the fith consecu- 
tive major international event the 
United States left without a gold 
medal. Since the 1986 World 
Championship there have been 
two silvers — 1987 Pan Ams and 
1990 World Championships and 
these games. 


LOCAL SPORTS BRIEFS 


Jordan, Iraq to hold friendly matches 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian Soccer Federation (JSF) will 
organise a series of friendly matches between the leading clubs of 
Jordan and Iraq in October. Mr. Mohammad Bazadoug. tbe 
federation’s secretary general, told tbe Jordan Tones that an Iraqi 
delegation beaded by Mr. Hussein Said, a member of the Iraqi 
Soccer Federation , concluded a two-day working visit to Jordan ! 
and discussed the co-ordination between both federations and put 
the guide fines to stage more friendly meetings. He said that the 
Iraqi delegation called for efforts to return Iraq to international 
events and asked tbe Jordanian federation to consult with tbe 
Asian Federation to lift the total suspension imposed on Iraqi 
teams. 

Al Ramtha’s Championship starts today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Al Ramttaa Arab Football Championship will 
start Monday at Al Hassan Sports City in Irbid. Abdul Haleem 
Sammareh. president of Al Ramtha Chib, told the Jordan Times 
•that Tishrin and Al Wahda from Syria confirmed their participa- 
tion in the championship, and the Jordanian Soccer Federation 
approved the participation of tbe Jordanian Olympic team in the 
seven-day tournament as a warm-up before taking part in the 
Olympic preliminaries to be held in Bahrain next month. 

Jordan to host Arab handballers meeting 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will host the meetings of Arab 
Handball Federation (AHF) next September. Sari Al 
Hamdan, vice president of the Jordanian Handball Federation,, 
said that these meetings mil shed lights on the AHFs activities • 
and discuss the Arab tournament to be held in Syria in November. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Soviet Olympic soccer team beats U.S. 

MOSCOW (AP) — Yuri Nikiforov and Boris Tedeev both scored 
to give tbe Soviet Olympic team a 2-1 victory over the U.S. 
national team in an exhibition match Saturday, ending the 
Americans’ nine-game unbeaten streak. The Soviet team attacked 
repeatedly with deep scoring drives, outclassing their U.S. rivals 
with superior ball handling and capitalising on clumsy American 
passes. “It was a bad outing,” U.S. goalkeeper and Captain Tony 
Meola said. “Our intensity just wasn't there.” Meola was forced 
to make 10 saves in the contest, unlike his Soviet counterpart who 
was rarely tested. The United States had not lost since a 1-0 defeat 
to Argentina in Denver in a May 19 exhibition. It had won six 
straight games, five of which came while winning tbe Concacaf 
Gold Cup. Nikiforov scored first in the 11th minute, drilling a free 
kick past Meola. The Soviets dominated the first half, getting 
eight shots to the Americans’ two. Tedeev increased the 
advantage in the 51st minute, scoring from 20 yards. 

Graf may not play in U.S. Open 

BONN (AP) — A doctor who examined Steffi Grafs injured 
right shoulder said he cannot yet determine whether the two-time 
champion will be able to play in the U.S. Open that starts on Aug. 
26. “Assuming the healing process continues along as it has been, 
then it's not ruled out that Steffi Graf will play in the U.S. Open,” 
said Dr. Hartmut Krahl of Essen. But Krahl, who examined Graf 
Thursday, added, “I wouldn’t want to decide right now" whether 
she could play in the Grand Slam tournament. Graf, ranked 
second in tbe world, withdrew Thursday from next week's 
$350,000 Virginia Slims of Washington tournament. Graf has a 
torn tendon in her serving shoulder, an injury she reaggravated 
during the Federation Cup tournament in late July. She has been 
sidelined since then. 

Argentine midfielder Joins Ascoli 

ASCOLI, Italy (AP) — Argentine midfielder Pedro Trogfio, 
waived by Lazio of Rome, has signed a one-year contract with 
Ascoli and wffl make his debut in the Italian first division when the 
season begins on Sept. 1. Trogfio, a member of the Argentine 
team which placed second to West Germany in the 1990 World 
Cup, will join newly-hired Oliver Bierboff and Patrick Vervoort 
as the foreign players on Ascoli. Terms of Trogfio's contract were 
not disclosed. Trogfio, formerly of River Plate, transferred to 
Italy in 1988. 

Argentina beats China in under 17 soccer 

VIAREGGIO, Italy (AP) — A 79tb-minute penalty kick goal by 
CasteOani lifted Argentina t o a 2-1 victory over China Saturday 
night, the first full day of tbe FIFA under-17 world diampnonship. 
The victory put Argentina atop group A with the United States, 


who upset Italy 1-0 Friday in the 2Vi week tournament’s opening 
game. In other games Saturday night, Sudan trounced the United 
Arab Emirates 4-1 in Group C Congo and Qatar played to a 
goaless draw in Group B; and Ghana defeated Cuba 2-1 in Group 
D. After a round-robin fug round, the group winners and 
runners-up advance to tbe single elimination quarterfinals. Tbe 
championship game is scheduled for Aug. 31 in Florence. 

Dittmar wins N. Zealand squash crown 

HAMILTON, New Zealand (AP) — Australian Chris Dittmar 
beat world champion and countryman Rodney Martin 9-7, 9-3, 
9-1 Sunday in the finals of the New Zealand Open Squash 
Championship. Second-seeded Robyn Lamboorne beat Danielle 
Drady, the 4th seed, 9-5, 9-2, 9-3 in the all-Australian women's 
final. Martin, who won the world title in Adelaide, Australia two 
weeks ago, appeared tired and out of touch. “Even in the hotel 
this week Rodney hasn’t been himself. He’s been moping around, 
and today he just couldn’t get into it,” said Dittmar, the top seed. 
“I expected a lot harder game. I'd have to say Rodney’s had 
better days.” Martin and Dittmar are both planning to play in die 
Hong Kong and Pakistan Open tournaments in September. 

Van Horn retains IBF belt 

IRVINE, California (AP) — Darrin Van Horn retained his 
International Boxing Federation (IBF) super middleweight title 
with a third-round knockout over mandatory challenger John 
Jarvis Saturday. Van Horn floored Jarvis with a right hand. The 
challenger was counted out at 1:12 of the third round by referee 
Lou Moret, getting to his feet an instant after Moiet completed 
tiie count. Van Horn, 22, was making his first defence of the title 
be woo by knocking out Lindell Holmes on May 18 in the 11th 
round in Verbania, Italy. He improved to 47-2 with 27 knockouts. 
Jarvis, 34, fell to 22-3 until 16 knockouts. Both fighters weighed in 
at the division limit of 168 pounds (76 kilogrammes). The bout 
was held at the Bren centre at the University of California, Irvine. 
Neither fighter was hurt in the first two rounds. Van Horn won 
the first by landing several right hands. He won the second by 
landing several good left hooks. It was only the second fight as a 
super middleweight for Van Horn, a former IBF junior mid- 
dleweight champ and a senior majoring in business at the 
University of Kentucky. 

Norris downs Lally in first round 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Terry Norris knocked down Brett Lally 
three times and stopped the challenger at 2:40 of the first round to 
retain his World Boxing Council super welterweight title Satur- 
day. Noris, whose last two victories induced former champions 
Sugar Ray Leonard and Donald Curry to retire, used a left-right 
combination to put Lally on his back for the third knockdown and 
referee Rudy Ortega stopped the fight. 


Peanuts 



LOOK, I BOUGHT MS' 006 
A NEW SUPPER PISH.. 



YOU SPOIL THAT STUPID 
006'. NEXT THING YOU KNOW 
YOU'LL BE 0UYIN6 HIM A 
SET OF SILVERWARE ... 


WHERE'5 THE BUTTER KNIFE 
ANP THE 50UP5P00N ? 



Andy Capp 


Mu*t«n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY AUGUST 19, 1991 ‘ 

By Thomas S. Pierson , Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: An methods so you top off houra rime, 
excellent day for whatever has to energy and expense, 
do with the lighter side of life LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
Contact those of whom you are 22) Whatever means the most to 
fond and fine a nice way to enter- ^ entertainment should cer- 

tain them or send them some gift of tainly be tbe order of your day 'so 
apparel. make all possible appointments 

ARIES: (Man* 21 to April 19) eariy and enjoy yourself. * 
You can be very direct in letting SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novetn- 
tfaose about you be more aware of ber 21) May you now think more 
bow food you are of them andean about your family and do things 
certainly get new support through they expect or desire of you as-qus 
your effort. new week opens and start it oij a 

romantic to the one who means the December 21) 
most to you and then to show your everyone possible and have Ujat 
high regard for doing dungs right, cfecnsaon now with that expert 

^ M . I* jT who can help you to make your 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Ym: existence more attractive, 

have so many new ideas you don? _ ... _ . __ t 

know just which to concentrate on CAPRICORN: (December 22 ko 
fire* but it doesn't really matter so January 20) Money, a ytnir prcoc- 
fone as you are positive, outgoing. cupation and ngWy now but if you 

„ , think of new outlets less and bow 
MOON CTELDREN: (June J22 to to 3^ modern methods to pre- 
July 21) You have many obhga- sentmrome you win. 

uons as you start this new week , „ _ , . 

and if you will only streamline your AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febni- 

methods and activities you can get ary 19) This is your tune to actually 

far better results. do pretty much what you want and 

... , ... you ran easily combine an interest 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You from ^ wjjfa a new approach 
can see dearly what ts expected of , today 

you by very up to date associates . . . 

and although you do not want to PISCES: (February 20 to March 
follow these, forget (hat ultra con- 20) Now you can find the answere 
servatism and do h anyway. to your problems in quietly revtew- 

, . „ . ins and thinking them over and 

vraGO: (August 22 to September ^ gome decisions that 

22) Take some tone now to get at . ^ modeni think- 

ad tbe projects facing you and ■ 
show you can adopt modern 


Your birth stone = Good luck 


W 01 M ftnaunes- Oat«* & Co Inc. 
Jewelers- Gems 


Amman- Rm Be Janei'c 
Amman- Amra Howl- oitfe 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Barnes 



IWS. Dm Ibgutn 
* amf Inbur, iwuofi 


"Don't you think you should be wearing a stocking 
mask over your head?" » 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: HE 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's ! Jumbte * MOTIF CURVE FOURTH WIDEST 

• 1 An3wer anBar;,BSitmightg0t 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Dorothy B. Martin 



ACROSS 
1 Enthused 
5 Exclamations of 


8 Egg-shaped 
12 — Gay 

14 Draft 
classification 

15 Instance 

16 Coral reel 

17 An Amaz 

18 Can. prov. 

19 Tab Hunter 
mowe 

22Garofte 
23 — the line 


25 Refrain 
28 Singer Bobby 

30 Solo vocal p iec e 

31 Revise 

33 " — Camera” 

37 Mountain lahe 

38 Musical 
instruments (or 
short 

40 Happy 

41 Actor Guinness 

42 Motley: abbr 

43 Abode 

44 Public 
storehouse 

47 Wickerwork 
material 
49 Heavens 

52 Iron or Stone 

53 Pflrlorm 

54 Tab Hunter 
movie 

81 Pro — 

62 Out of this world 

63 Ant old style 

64 Related 

65 Ashtabula's 
waterfront 

66 Truck 

67 Record 

68 Draft org. 

69 Topers 

DOWN 

1 Equipment 

2 Against 

3 Well-behaved 

4 Loyalty 


aaai 
|aaa aSi 


■■■a 
■ aHB 

■a aun 

■■ a«M 

1 aauid 


5 "We must 
buM — world-' 
(Truman) 

6 Is slow to act 

7 Manner 

8 Edible tubers 

9 Worth 

10 Houston player 
11 1^™* Pages 

13 Sjngmg voices 

14 Poem of praise 

20 Detests 

21 Gods: LaL 
25 Facts 
2601 an epoch 

27 Father 

28 The South 

29 Evernng ^5 

35 "l 

sa=Er' % 
“issr * 

4 5 letter 51 

«BCotnddes « 


ana 


aun 


Jw-tenfafs Puzzle 


□Rnnn 

onnn nnr 
annnaonnan nnr 

HfJRRrani anoan 

nnnrtraSK no nrinf 
nSHgorag nncjnnF 

nnnnR£ H E nanne 

nnnii 

nnnn Tjnoi 

r]r?fnn nnnr 

jjninn 01 nn nnraf 


56 

MlS forshart 57 

5!!^^ • 58 
51 Abomfcaijjg gg 

55 BO 
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Foreign Exchange Market S ummar y 
(August 12 - August 16, 1991) 


NOTWITHSTANDING the mo- 
tioned cautiousness ahead of the 
moefa debate d Bundesbank council 
.meeting, (hat was held Thursday, a 
change of sentiment towards the 
doOar/m^rk evolved Tuesday as 
market participants realised that 
expectations of a German interest 
rare hOce were already factored in. 
Bid the dollar's sharp rally came 
Friday ending the week with an 
average two per cent pan. in the 
dollar against European curren- 
cies, implying a lose tor those who 
went against the trend last week. 

The dollar edged marginally 
lower Monday in a directionless 
market, after failure to break re- 
sistance at 1.7350 marks triggered 
selling, while speculation con- 
tinued to support the mark. The 
doUar started the week with wba: 
turned out so be its lowest dosing 
levels of the week against Euro- 
pean curr enci es at 1.7246 marks 
and 1.6975 doHars to the sterling 
pound. 

A new scenario was starting to 
evolve Tuesday as Darker partici- 
pants realised that a one per cent 
rise in German cfiscoont rate and 
an 0_5 per cent to one per cent rise 
in the Lombard Tate were already 
factored in current exchange 
prases. Expectations thus began to 
btiikl up for a possible rise in dollar 
rates after the Bundesbank meet- 
ing Thursday. The U.S. currency 
in fact started its gradual rise, 
encouraged directly by a stronger 
than expected 0.5 per cent rise in 
July’s retail sales, breaking resist- 
ance at 1.73 marks but foiling 
against 1.7350 marks. 

Several factors helped to re- 
latively strengthen the dollar 
Wednesday within a tight range 
ahead of the Bundesbank council 
key meeting the following day. 
These involved breaching resist- 
ance at 1.7350 marks in Europe, a 
positive but expected Consumer 
Price Index and short -dollar cover- 
ing on higher expectations of a 
dollar rise. The strong mark senti- 
ment started to stumble as analysts 
ruled out the pos si bi l ity of an 
unantidpaied hike in German in- 
terest rates in view of the political 
domestic and EMS press u res, in 
addition to a statement by the 
German economics minister con- 
demning any interest rate rise, but 
profit-taking at 1.74 marks con- 


fined the U.S. currency. 

The much awaited Bundesbank 
council meeting Thursday ended 
with a one per cent rise in the 
discount rate bur with a mere 0.25 
per cent rise in the Lombard rate 
against expectations of at least 0.5 
per cent. Yet the dollar's rise was 
limited. Observers maintained that 
the U-S. currency bad already 
been over-bought thus leaving (css 
room for manoeuvre (i.e. for a 
much higher rise). Rumours about 
a potential Bundesbank interven- 
tion around 1.75 marks further 
contained the dollar, especially in 
the Far East and Europe. 

The dollar rallied Friday ending 
the -week at its highest dosing 
levels- in New York at 1.7645 
marks, 137.31 yen and 1.6582 dol- 
lars to the sterling pound. The 
unanticipated sharp rise was trig- 
gered by the release of a number of 
favourable U-S. econo m ic data 
ranging from June's lowest, but 
expected, trade deficit since eight 
years, standing at $4.02 billion, to 
a rise of OJ per cent in July's 
industrial production. Capacity uti- 
lisation in July also rose to 79.7 per 
cent against expectations of 79.4 
per cent. Some observers however 
were still pessimistic about the 
dollar's prospects in the medium 
term, attributing its jump to tech- 
nical factors in a chart -driven mar- 
ket and convinced that the positive 
data only sparked the rise. 

Breaching resistance at 1.74 
marks in New York Thursday, they 
added, had been a key technical 
signal as it enhanced its rise to new 
target levels. They further main- 
tained that the market needed con- 
sistent positive U .S. economic data 
showing recovery signs in the U.S. 
economy, as the improvement in 
the trade deficit was mainly attri- 
buted to a three per cent drop in 
imports, a sign of a stiH sluggish 
consumer demand. On the other 
band the dollar-mark interest rate 
differential still favoured the Ger- 
man currency. 

As for this week, resistance is 
expected to be pegged at 1.770 
marks and 138. 10 yen with support 
at just below 1.7500 marks and 
136.50 yen. A major happening is 
the Federal Open Market Commit- 
tee meeting Tuesday which will 
decide for or against a discount 
rate cut. 


Maw York dosing Ratos for Major Ciurcoctes Against the 
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Bankamerica seen on its way to 
becoming top U.S. banking group 


LOS ANGELES. California (R) 
— Bankamerica Corp, which has 
made a rapid comeback from 
billion-dollar tosses to become 
(he dominant west coast bank, is 
now primed to overtake Citicorp 
as the top U.S. banking group. 

In its laiest move, the San 
Francisco bank last Monday 
announced a merger deal worth 
more than $4 billion with Los 
Angeles-based Security Pacific 
Corp, which will put the merged 
company only one rung behind 
Citicorp in terms of assets. 

The deal is in sharp contrast to 
the mid-1980s, when a steep de- 
cline in asset values, and problem 
loans to Third World countries, 
left the bank with billions of 
dollars of losses. 

“It’s been an amazing turnar- 
ound,” said Merrill Lynch analyst 
Livia Asher, referring to a stream 
of profits since the batik’s dark 
period of asset sales and work 
force reductions. 

Some analysts have speculated 
that the financial rigours Bank- 


america went through to recover 
from its mid-1980s slide may have 
primed it for the rapid strides it is 
now making. 

Many contend that while New 
York-based Citicorp's $217 bil- 
lion in assets still eclipse tbe $190 
billion in combined Bankamerica 
Security Pacific assets, other key 
financial measures would put 
Bankamerica on top. 

“(The new) Bankamerica will 
be number one in terms of capit- 
al, equity and market capital. In 
some ways those numbers air 
more important than asset size,” 
said Raphael Soifer. an analyst 
with Brown Brothers Harriman. 

Citicorp Chairman John Reed 
has said problem loans and the 
need for higher reserves against 
potential losses on them, will 
constrain his company’s opera- 
tions and earnings for some time. 

Bankamerica. on the other 
hand, is flush with capital. Even 
after tackling Security Pacific's 
problem loan portfolio, analysts 
say the new bank should be able 


to make large strides. 

Making the merger work will 
be a formidable task, with success 
hinging as much on the California 
economy as on the team of execu- 
tives putting the package 
together. 

But while analysts have con- 
cerns about the California eco- 
nomy, they have confidence in 
the executives. 

“These are people who have 
shown they know how to cut 
costs,” said Brown Brothers' 
Soifer. 

Achieving economies of scale 
will be key to transforming Bank- 
america into an earnings power- 
house in the next few years. 

Richard Rosenberg, the bank’s 
chairman and chief executive, is 
emphatic the firm is committed to 
this goal. “We will be sensitive to 
human issues but the message is 
we are com mined to the tough 
decisions to make this work,” he 
said. 

Upon taking over the chair 


from A.W. Clausen last year, Mr. 
Rosenberg focused on making 
Bankamerica the top west coast 
bank. 

Earlier this year, he went after 
Bank of New England but lost to 
Fleet Norstar Financial Corp Inc 
and tbe leveraged buyout team of 
Koblberg Kravis Roberts. 

Mr. Rosenberg spoke Monday 
about the global Bankamerica 
that will come from the merger 
with Security Pacific, which also 
has a strong presence in Asia and 
a modest profile in Europe. 

“We intend to build on the 
strengths of both institutions to 
create a highly profitable new 
banking enterprise that will be- 
come pre-eminent in the U.S. 
and even better-positioned on a 
global basis,” he said. 

“This (merger) is the platform 
from which they can go nation- 
al." Keefe Bruyette and Woods 
analyst Donald Crowley said of 
the combination with Security 
Pacific. 


S. Korea faces record $8b trade deficit 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
faces a record $8 billion trade 
deficit this year with soaring im- 
ports of machinery, oil and con- 
struction materials outweighing 
stagnant exports, trade officials 
have predicted. 

The latest revised forecast of 
what has become a politically 
troublesome issue for President 
Roh Tae-Woo would top the pre- 
vious record shortfall of $4.8 bil- 
lion last year. 

The country's Economic Plan- 
ning Board initially forecast a 
$2.5 billion trade account deficit 
for the whole of 1991. but the 
estimates have been steadily re- 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet 
state airline Aeroflot had 4.5 
million fewer passengers during 
the first half of 1991, primarily 
due to steep fare increases, a news 
agency has reported. 

The cost of tickets on the coun- 
try’s only domestic carrier went 
up an average of 180 jper cent 
when price increases took effect 
April 2, the independent Interface 
News Agency quoted a civil avia- 
tion ministry official as saying. 

Aeroflot, the world's largest 
airline, is known for its outmoded 
aircraft, late flights and abysmal 
service. But because the state- 
owned monopoly has limited 
competition internationally and 
no competition domestically, 
most Soviets have no choice but 
Aeroflot. 

More than 74 million people 
flew Aerolflot in the first half of 
this year, five million of them on 
international routes, news agen- 
cies reported. 

Deputy Civil Aviation Minister 
Alexei Goryashko said that 
amounted to a 6.1 per cent de- 
crease in the number of Aeroflot 
passengers in 1991, compared 
with the first six months of 1990. 

Mr. Goryashko blamed the 
price increase for the drop in 
passengers. However, he also 
acknowledged that chronic prob- 
lems plaguing the Soviet airline 
have not been resolved, Interfax 
reported. 

Among these were a lack of 
fuel resulting in flight delays, the 
rising costs of new technology, 
and the low level of service and 
comfort on Aeroflot flights, In- 
terfax quoted him as saying. 

Long-suffering Soviet consum- 
ers routinely endure the poor 
level of service on Aeroflot be- 
cause die vast distances in the 
country makes train travel an 
on viable option. 


Cinema 


vised throughout the year. The 
previous forecast was $6 billion. 

“The revised, worsened fore- 
cast is mainly attributable to ex- 
pected increases in imports of 
machinery products, crude oil 
and construction materials in the 
rest of this year,” a trade ministry 
official said by telephone. 

Ministry officials expect that 
imports will stabilise later in the 
year while exports in steel, elec- 
tric products and electronics will 
strengthen. 

Under the revised forecast im- 
ports cm a cost plus insurance and 
freight (CFF) basis are expected 
to increase to $81.5 billion from 
(he original projection of $79.5 
billion, the official said. 

Free-on-board (FOB) exports 
this year will likely remain at the 
projected $73.5 billion. 

South Korea's exports totalled 
more than $85 billion on a cus- 
toms-cleared basis last year while 
imports stood at 69.8 billion. 

The country's trade shortfall 
has already hit $8.1 billion in the 
first seven months of this year, 
with FOB exports standing at 


$39.6 billion and CIF imports at 
$47.7 billion. The deficit was 
$2.68 billion in the same period 
last year. 

At a meeting with reporters 
earlier this month. Assistant 
Trade Minister Yu Duck-Hwan 
said the bulk of tbe machinery 
imports were being made to mod- 
ernise and automate factories to 
restore South Korea's export 
competitiveness. 

The country’s current construc- 
tion boom has prompted sharply 
increased demand for building 
materials. South Korea has be- 
come a net imported instead of a 
net exporter of these items. 

Mr. Yu also noted that imports 
have steadily increased as South 
Korea, under heavy pressure 
from its major trading partners, 
opened its once tightly dosed 
domestic markets to foreign 
goods. He said tbe government 
was committed to continued 
trade liberalisation. 

"Some scholars say tbe trade 
defkit is the price we pay for 
democratisation Mr. Yu said. 

But some South Koreans worry 


that tbe price may be too high. 

Worries about the trade deficit, 
and its effects on South Korea’s 
newfound but somewhat fragile 
prosperity have found their way 
into tbe country’s freewheeling 
newspapers and even man-in-the- 
street discussions. 

Many have blamed Mr. Roh 
and his government, which faces 
general and presidential elections 
next year, for the lacklustre per- 
formance. 

And. as befits South Korea’s 
essentially confudan society, calls 
for restraint in consumption, 
tighter disdpline, particularly by 
unionised workers, and hard 
work are increasing. 

“But the most fundamental 
cause of Korea's waning export 
performance is a lack of philoso- 
phy on the part of our leaders,” 
veteran journalist Kim Young- 
Won said in a column, published 
in The Korea Herald, echoing the 
thoughts of many South Koreans. 

“Conspicuous at the highest 
level of government is a chronic 
lack of a sense of perspective and 
peripheral vision,” he said. 


German privatisation agency sells 
more than 3,000 eastern firms 



BONN (R) — German’s 
treuhand privatisation agency 
said it bad sold about a quarter of 
the state-owned Eastern German 
enterprises it inherited during the 
unification process lasty year. 

Agency President Birgit Breuel 
said the Treuhand had sold more 
than 3,000 of the firms it is 
charged with rescuing, selling or 
dosing down. 

This was between 20 and 30 per 
cent of the total load, she said, 
although esact calculation was 
difficult because many of the 
original 8,000 firms in the 
Treuhand’s charge have been 
split into several smaller units. 

Breuel told a news conference 
the earnings from privatisation up 
to tbe end of July totalled 12-5 
billion marks ($7.3 bflfion). 

“What we are selling best at 
the moment ase construction 
companies, which is a sign that 
recovery is taking place in that 
sector,” Breuel said. 

Seeing signs of a general eco- 
nomic turnaround in the former 
communist East, she said 
Treuhsnd-administered com- 
panies bad begun hiring this year 
for the first time. 

About 20,000 workers bad 
been hired by firms not yet priva- 
tised and the agency expected tbe 
total to reach 80,000 by the end of 
this year. 

Since the introduction of a 
market economy in the east 18 


Tel: 634144 


months ago, output has slumped, 
unemployment has soared to moe 
than one million or 12 per cent, 
and hundreds of thousands of 
others have only kept their jobs 
through state sponsorship. 

Breuel said about 400,000 
workers of the 2.1 million now 
employed by Trenhand-run com- 
panies were expected tolose their 
jobs at those firms by the end of 
this year. 


But she said a large number of 
those would not enter tire ranks 
of tbe jobless, instead going into 
retirement or government job 
training programmes or com- 
m anting to western Germany for 
work. 

Breuel said those faring redun- 
dancy included some of the 

125,000 workers at some 600 
companies now in the process of 
being closed down as unsaleable. 


ALCAZAR HOTEL, AQABA 

SPECIAL OFFER FOR SUMMER 

Excursions to Petra, Wadi Rum, glass bottom boat trips 
snorkelling, unlimited diving. 

Internationally recognised diving courses. 

All this and much more — available in easy instalments. 
Enjoy now... pay later. 

For more details, contact tel.: 03 314131 tax: 03 314133 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

An international contracting company is seeking to employ on 
temporary basis the following personnel:- 

1. Electrical engineer with at least five years experience in high 
voltage overhead transmission lines. 

2. Electromechanical draftsman with at least five years experi- 
ence m preparation of built drawings. 

Interested applicants should contact the following 
telephone no: 822474/5/6/9 within a week from the date 
of this advertisement 




Sean Connery & 
Christopher Lambert-Jn 

HIGH LANDER 11 


r 1230, 3 JO, 6:15, &30..Hfc30. 




Luxurious and spacious flat in Shmeisani. 
Area 420m 2 . Consisting of 4 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms; salons, dining room and pri- 
vate garage. 

Please call 677015 
from 3 p.m. — 7 p.m. 


TOM SELLECK — IN 

RUNAWAY 


Stew:. 1230. 3 JO. 8:30. Hh30 pjo. 


Show: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30 p m. 
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The American Community School announces a new programme 
for 4 and 5 year olds for the 1991-92 school year. The new K-1 
and K-2 class will provide a developmental programme with 
appropriate learning activities for each age group. The emph- 
asis will be on presenting creative lessons designed to allow the 
pre-school and kindergarten age child to develop socially, 
physically, emotionally and academically in a positive environ- 
ment 

Classes will be five days per week from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. A 
reduced tuition and capital assessment rate win apply. Bus 
transportation is available for an additional fee. 

Please contact ACS (813944-6) for additional information. 



paid to f 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt will revive 
its flagging cotton industry by 
tripling exports this year and en- 
ding the state monopoly, the 
head of the state firm has said. 

Ahmed Shouman, president of 
the state General Organisation 
for Cotton, told Reuters Egypt 
would allocate a million qantaxs 
(155.000 bales) for export to re- 
capture markets in Europe and 
Japan, regardless of harvest 
levels this year. 

He also said he expected the 
state monopoly on cotton to end 
by 1994. Prices paid to farmers 
would be adjusted to market 
levels and quotas for land under 
cotton cultivation would end. 

A cotton exchange would be 
reestablished in Alexandria. 

“Cotton is the most profitable 
crop for the Egyptian farmer if he 
is left free from government in- 
terference,” Mr. Shouman told 
Reuters by telephone from his 
office in Alexandria. 

“If he is free to sell to whom he 
wants at the price he wants, we're 
confident that production will in- 
crease without any action by the 
government,” he added. 

Egypt’s cotton exports have 
tailed off dramatically in recent 
years. In 1990/91, they were 
down to just 45,000 bales from 

685.000 bales in 1981-82. 

Forced to sell their produce to 
the state company at uncompeti- 
tive prices, fanners have in- 
creasingly found other crops like 
cereals and vegetables more pro- 
fitable. and the area of land 
under cotton cultivation has 
shrunk. 

Egypt’s high-quality long- 
staple brands of cotton have also 
been squeezed by synthetic fibres 
on the world market and have 
lost their premia. 

Ministry of agriculture officials 
have predicted a crop of about 


880.000 bales this year. Local 
demand from the ginning, yarn 
and textiles industries was about 

800.000 bales last year. 

“We have lost a lot of foreign 
.markers through high prices -and 
lack of supply,” Mr. Shouman 
said.. “Tbis is why we have allo- 
cated a fixed quantity this year 
for export.” 

Local yarn and textiles com- 
panies could import cotton to 
make up for any shortfall, Mr. 
Shouman said. 

“In previous years, there were 
restrictions on imports but these 
are being lifted too,” he said. 

Cotton farming employs about 

650.000 people in Egypt and sup- 
ports a textiles industry which 
accounts for over a quarter of 
total manufacturing output. 

Mr. Shouman said although the 
state had allocated 850,000 fed- 
dans (360,000 hectares) last year, 
farmers only grew cotton on ab- 
out 315,000 hectares, about 12.5 
per cent of total arable land. 

Export sales last year were 
almost double tbe actual quantity 
shipped, Mr. Shouman said, but 
contracts with eastern European 
countries and the Sovier Union, 
were scotched because they lack- 
ed the funds to pay. 

The former communist bloc of 
eastern Europe accounted for ab- 
out half of Egyptian cotton ^ex- 
ports until 1989. 1 r 

Mr. Shouman said cotton 
would be priced on the export 
markets with an "appropriate 
premium" over other brands. 

The new state holding com- 
pany for cotton — one of a string 
of such firms appointed to over- 
haul Egypt's public sector in line 
with the government's economic 
reform programme — would 
appoint its management by the 
end of the year, Mr. Shoiuhan 
said. 


ARABIC FOR BEGINNERS 
& FOREIGNERS 

Qualified Arabic teacher to teach- Arabic in class" At "PS? 
Sanafer School after 4 p.m. 

Tel.: 677710 or 677777 Adm. V 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished flat in Sweifieh. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, living and dining rooms, Arabic-style televh 
sion room, two verandas and separate utilities. 

Call tel.: 322886 


VILLA FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, living room, salon, wide kitchen, two baths 

and balcony with central heating, telephone, garden and 

garage. Location: Dahiat Al-Rashid 

Annual lease only for JD 8,500 furnished or JD 6,500 

unfurnished. 

Please call owner tel. 674365 


Deluxe villa, furnished or unfurnished, 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, kitchen, sitting area, dining area, private 
entrance and big garden. 

Located between 7th and 8th Circles, (Al-Rawnaq) 
near Franciscan School. 

For more information, 
please call tel.: 716383, Amman 


Our Yearly Summer Sale 


off on all prices 


GEMS - JEWELLERY - BIRTH STONES - 
WATCHES & ALL GIFT ITEMS 
UNTIL AUG. 30. 

WORLD RESOURCES 

DAJANl & CO. RIO AMMAN 
AMRA HOTEL - AMMAN 



V CHOIR SINGING 

The YWCA in Amman takes pleasure in inviting male and 
female singers to join its 4-voice choir in preparation for its 
annual classical Christmas concert that will be held 
between 14-19 December, 1991. 

interested (amateur/professional) singers are kindly 
requested to be present at the YWCA hail. 3rd Circle, on 
Tuesday, August 20, 1991. at 7:30 p.m. 

Rehearsals are usually held every Tuesday night from 
7:30 to 10:00, August through December. 

For Joining please call the YWCA on tels.: 
641119, 641733, 655475 between 9-1, except on 
Sundays. Knowledge of music would be an asset 

PS.: A dodo a c cotwMuast is oeetkd foot less than pride 8 nr 
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World News 


Yugoslav army enters troubled 
town; jets attack Croat positions 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Federal forces pounded Croa- 
tian positions from the ground 
and air Saturday in their heaviest 
involvement in Serb-Croat fight- 
ing since a ceasefire was declared 
10 days earlier. 

The combat in and around the 
town of Okucani shattered the 
ceasefire, prompting the federal 
presidency to meet in urgent ses- 
sion. 

The Yugoslav News Agency, 
Tanjug, reported an unknown 
number of people were lulled in 
fighting between Croatian secur- 
ity forces and ethnic Serbian mili- 
tias at Okucani and that another 
25 people vere injured or mis- 
sing. 

Virtually alt civilians have left 
the town, Tanjug said, located 
about 110 kilometres southeast of 
Zagreb, capital of the 
independence-minded Republic 
of Croatia. The town is controlled 
by ethnic Serbs, whom the Croa- 
tians accuse of opposing their 
independence bid. Croatians ac- 
cuse federal troops of siding with 
the Serbs. 

The army sent 23 armoured 
vehicles and 11 trucks into Oku- 
cani Saturday afternoon to sepa- 
rate the warring sides, Tanjug 
reported, but fighting was re- 
portedly continuing. 

In Stara Gradiska, Croatian 
forces blew up a bridge over the 
Sava River 11 kilometres south of 
Okucani to halt an army column 


trying to approach the town, Zag- 
reb television reported. The river 
forms Croatia's boundary with 
the Bosnian Republic. 

Earlier the military opened fire 
with artillery on a roadblock con- 
sisting of trucks parked on the 
Croatian side of the bridge, set- 
ting them ablaze. 

Also in Stara Gradiska, air 
force fighter-bombers attacked a 
building used as a barracks for 
Croatia's paramilitary Peoples' 
Guard after one of its reconnaiss- 
ance planes was fired upon from 
its roof, according to an air force 
statement carried by Tanjug. 

The presidency demanded an 
immediate end to the fighting. 

“The ceasefire must be strictly 
respected, guarantees (regarding 
the separation of forces) given by 
ail sides should be fulfilled,'' said 
a statement from the presidency 
carried by Tanjug. 

A Yugoslav ceasefire monitor- 
ing team left Belgrade Saturday 
for eastern Croatia. Other groups 
were to leave Sunday, Tanjug 
quoted Dragan Musulin, deputy 
head of the presidency's informa- 
tion service, as saying. 


The latest fighting comes only 
three days before a meeting of 
the country's feuding leaders, 
where an attempt will be made to 
agree on Yugoslavia’s future 
structure- 

More than 200 people have 
died in the dashes that broke out 
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after Croatia declared its inde- 
pendence from Yugoslavia on 

June 25. Ethnic Serbs, who 
account for almost 600,000 of 
Croatia’s 4.75 million people, 
want to remain part of Yugosla- 
via. 

The federal armed forces, 
whose officer corp is predomi- 
nantly ethnic Serb, have said they 
are only trying to keep the two 
sides apart and prevent further 
clashes. 

Meanwhile the last time Bosnia 
exploded, all of Europe shook. 

Seventy-seven years ago this 
month, armies mustered by 
Europe's great powers began 
World War I — sparked by the 
assassination of the heir to Au- 
strian throne, Franz Ferdinand, 
by a Serb nationalist in Sarajevo. 

Now, bitter e thni c warfare in 
neighbouring Croatia threatens 
to once again ignite the volatile 
mix of Muslims, Serbs and Croats 
in the Yugoslav republic, formal- 
iy known as Bosnia- 
Hercegovina. 

“Everything that is happening 
in Yugoslavia is a pale pfoure of 
what would happen in Bosnia if 
there were clashes," said the re- 
public's Muslim president, Alija 
Izetbegovic. “We have to be 
much more careful." 

Ethnically and geographically, 
the republic is at the centre of 
Yugoslavia’s secessionist and 
political struggles. 

To the north, the breakaway 
republics of Slovenia and Croatia 
have fought to fragile truces with 
federal forces. The southern Re- 
public of Macedonia has sche- 
duled an independence referen- 
dum for next month. Hardline 
Serbia and the bulk of the federal 
army lie - directly east. 

So far, the only obvious effect 
of the fighting in die other repub- 
lics is a lack of gasoline. But 
tension is not in short supply. 

In Bosnia-Hercegovina, 42 per 
cent of the population is Muslim, 
considered a nationality in 
Yugoslavia. About a thiiu is 
Serb, and 17 per cent is Croat. 

While the Croats are mostly in 
southwestern section of the re- 
public, Serbs and Muslims are 
sprinkled together in 102 of the 
109 communities of Bosnia- 
Hercegovina, said Information 
Minister Velibor Ostojic: 

The three groups have not co- 
existed easily. 

Orthodox Christian Serbs liv- 
ing there were subordinated to 
Muslims for centuries. 


Bodies of 
divers 
recovered 
from South 
China Sea 


2 strong quakes hit U.S. 


HONG KONG (AP) — Rescuers 
have recovered the bodies of two 
divers trapped in a decompress- 
ion chamber when a typhoon 
sank an oil barge in the South 
China Sea. claiming at least 15 
lives, officials reported Sunday. 

Two planes and 10 police pat- 
rol boats continued to search 
coastal waters Sunday for seven 
other missing crewmen of the 
1,500- tonne derrick barge 29. 
The vessel sank 105 kilometres 
east of Hong Kong Thursday 
when it was battered by typhoon 
Fred's 120 kilometre per hour 
winds. 

The missing include two other 
(livers in the decompression 
chamber, British nationals Steve 
Hardy and Brian Sheppard. 

“It is unrealistic to expect any 
survivors to be found at this stage 
but no one shall be happier than 
me to be proved wrong,” said 
Trevor C. Berry, spokesman for 
the Hong Kong Marine Depart- 
ment. 

He said the search was being 
concentrated closer to Hong 
Kong because bodies of the mis- 
sing may have been washed 
ashore by strong winds and rough 
seas. 

The barge, carrying 195 peo- 
ple, was involved in an oO ex- 
ploration project with China. 

Mr. Berry said a 173 people, 
including 11 Americans, were re- 
soced. Fifteen others, inducting 
barge superintendent Billy 
Young of Weatherford, Texas, 
were confirmed dead. 

The body of diver John Lyons, 
a New Zealander, was recovered 
by a rescue ship Thursday night, a 
day before the air supply in the 
decompression chamber ran out. 

The body of the other diver, 
Terry Dennison of England, was 
recovered Saturday when it was 
spotted 32 kilometres east of 
Hong Kong. 

The compression chamber 
door may have burst open under 
the increasing pressure when the 
chamber plunged to the ocean 
floor, said George Stapleton, a 
representative of barge owner 
McDermott (South East Asia) 
Pte Ltd. of Singapore. 


EUREKA. California (AP) — 
Two strong earthquakes rocked 
the Pacific northwest Saturday, 
the larger registering 6.9 on the 
Richter Scale. Rock slides closed 
roads, power lines were downed 
and a bouse was knocked off its 
foundation. 

There were no reports of in- 
juries in either quake, although 
authorities received numerous 
calls from shaken residents. They 
were felt as far away as Sac- 
ramento, 440 kilometres to the 
southeast, and Eugene, Oregon, 
290 kilometres northeast. 

The first quake measured 5.8 
on the Richter Scale and struck at 
12:29 p.m. (1929 GMT), accord- 


ing to the U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) in Golden, Colorado. It 
was centred in a wilderness area 
near Shelter Cove, about 60 
kilometres south of Eureka. 


The second quake hit at 3:17 
p.m, £&17 GMT) and was cen- 
tred, in the Pacific about 105 
kilometres west of the coastal 
town of Crescent City, the USGS 
said. 


Most damage appeared to have 
come from the first quake. 

Small rock slides blocked a 
rural paved road near Garbeivil- 
ie, about 24 kilometres east of 
Shelter Cove, said Humboldt 
County Sheriff’s Deputy Floyd 
Stokes. 


Frederick the Great 
reburied in Potsdam 


POTSDAM, Germany (AP) — 
The bones of Prussia’s King 
Frederick the Great were re- 
turned to eastern Germany Satur- 
day and reburied at his magnifi- 
cent summer palace, bringing out 
a clutch of flag-waving rightists 
and fanning new debate over 
militarism in united Germany. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl, 
ignoring criticism that his attend- 
ance could revive fears of Ger- 
man militarism, joined the onoe- 
royal Hohenzollern family to 
reintem.the remains of 
Frederick the Great and his 
father, Frederick Wilhelm I. 

Mr. Kohl and others defended 
the occasion as a sign of Ger- 
many's unification — Potsdam 
was part of former Communist 
East Germany — and a chance to 
learn from the country's turbu- 
lent history on the 205th 
anniversary of Frederick the 
Great’s death. 

The crowd of viators was so 
large police estimated 80,000 
— that state officials extended by 
90 minutes the deadline for view- 
ing Frederick's coffin before the 
area was dosed off to prepare for 
the reburial. 

Some spectators used the royal 
spectacle as an opportunity to 
turn the clock back. 

They saluted with sabers and 
waved flags of the old German 
Empire as the two coffins passed 
on horse-drawn carriages draped 
in the balck-and- white Prussian 
colours. 

“We don't have to hold 
ourselves back," said Kahlbohm 
H ank e , 23, _ .a student, who came . 
from Brenwrhaven umorthena 


Germany because he said he 
would never have another chance 
to see a German long buried. 

Standing with a dozen people 
flourishing the red-white-and- 
Wack flags of the 1871-1918 Prus- 
sian-led German Empire, Mr. 
Hauke expressed bitterness that 
Germans were thought cowards 
because the country didn't join 
the Gulf war. 


Frederick the Great’s coffin, 
with an honour guard of eight 
military officers, was put under a 
black canopy in a collonadcd 
courtyard of the rOcocO summer 
palace he txnft and called Sana-, 
sows. The name means “without 
cares" in French, the language 
Frederick prefer r ed to German. 

Police said about 60,000 people , 
passed through the courtyard for 
a last look at the coffin. 

Among them were protesters 
whom authorities decided to wel- 
come as part of the historical 
debate over the reburial. They 
bad to leave placards outside, but 
one person was permitted to bead 
a skull ma^ir to pass die coffin. 

Frederick, who ruled from 
1740 in 1786, was reburied at 
midnight (2200 GMT) on the 
terrace of Sanssoud next to his 
beloved jpey hounds, with four ^ 
attendants carrying lanterns. He 
had said m his will he wanted to 
buried at midnight by lantern- 
. tight, with no pomp or grand- 
ceremony. 

Frederick's father, who once 
almost had the crown prince ex- 
ecuted for trying to run away, was 
_ thejfoa*®qn , 

m a royal mausoleum nearby r ‘ 


In the 1940s, Croatia’s Nazi 
puppet government slaughtered 
thousands of Serbs and others on 
Bosnian territory. Muslims and 
Serbs battled one another in 
World War II, and some Muslims- 
now worry Serbia and Croatia 
might settle differences by carv- 
ing up Bosnia-Hercegovina. 

A relatively small group of 
young Bosnians are drawing in- 
formal groups from Serbia and 
Croatia into a small peace move- 
ment. 

Mr. Izetbegovic suspects that 
an invitation by Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic to form a 
new Yugoslavia out of the three 
republics not pushing for inde- 
pendence — Serbia, its ally Mon- 
tenegro and Bosnia-Hercegovina 
— is an effort to create a Serbia- 
dominated nation. 

"The people of Bosnia- 
Hercegovina cannot accept a par- 
tial Yugoslavia,” said Mr. Izetbe- 
govic, who described Mr. 
Milosevic's proposal as “the be- 
ginning of a big Serbia or a small 
Yugoslavia.” 

Mr. Izetbegovic said if Bosnia- 
Hercegovina is left in a smaller, 
Serbia-dominated Yugoslavia, he 
would seek independence — a 
move that could open up die 
republic to a federal crackdown. 

The new state would have a 
population of some 13.5 million, 
about 65 per cent Serb and more 
than 2 million Muslims. 

“Serbs in Bosnia-Hercegovina 
cannot accept any kind of Yugos- 
lavia unless we are in a state with 
the majority of Serbs ,” said the 
information minister, Mr. Osto- 
jic, a Serb. 

Mr. Milosevic has tried to hire 
support of Muslims by saying they 
would have No. 2 status in the smaller 
Yugoslavia, sad Stjepan Kljuic, lead- 
er of the Croatian Democratic Union 
in Bosnia-Hercegovina. 

“When he surrounds them , there 
will be no talk of rights," be said. 

Croats have long accused Mr. 
Milosevic of inciting unrest j 
among Serbs in Croatia with the 
goal of redrawing Yugoslavia's > 
internal borders and creating a 
“greater Serbia.” 

After Bosnia-Hercegovina 
threw out Communist rulers in 
elections last year, Mr. Izetbe- 
govk’s Democratic Action Party, 
the Croatian Democrtic Union 
and the Serbian Democratic Par- 
ty formed a coalition. 

Despite competing interests 
and underlying distrust, the shaky 
government has held together. 


Hurricane 
heads for 
U.S. coast 


MIAMI (AP) — Hurricane Bob, 
the first of the Atlantic season, 
moved steadily north Sunday and 
was expected to strengthen as its 
80 mph (130 kph) winds swirled 
toward the North Carolina coast. 

The hurricane was upgraded 
from a tropical storm Saturday, 
causing forecasters to post coastal 
alerts from North Carolina north 
to Delaware. 

Hurricane Bob was expected to 
shower the outeT banks of North 
Carolina with rain Sunday and 
the eye could move over shore 
late Sunday night or early Mon- 
day, said forecaster Max 
Mayfield. 

“We do think the northern 
motion will continue today,” Mr. 
Mayfield said early Sunday. “A 
cold front moving across the 
northeast United States could 
move Hurricane Bob off the 
shore, which would be very good 
news." 

Mr. Mayfield noted the storm 
could move quickly up the coast* 
once it’s passed North Carolina 
and cautioned it could later affect 
the northeast. But he said the 
strength and direction was diffi- 
cult to predict. 

A hurricane warning was post- 
ed from little river inlet on lhe_. 
South Carolina-North Carolina 
fine northward to south of Virgi- 
nia Beach, Virginia, including 
Pamlico and Albemarle Sounds. 
A hurricane watch, less serious 
than a warning, was in effect from 
Virginia Beach northward to 
Cape Henlopen, Delaware. 



Seoul accused of building 
army positions on border 


Bhutto 


Bhutto 
attacked 
by rivals 


KARACHI, Pakistan (AP) — 
Political rivals threw bricks at 
former Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto and fired over a crowd of 
her supported, party officials said 
Sunday. They said party workers 
shielded her from the bricks with 
their bodies and she was not 
injured. 

For nearly half an hoar Satur- 
day night, gunmen fired over the 
heads of hundreds of Bhutto 
loyalists gathered outside the 
home of a deceased party worker 
in this port city wracked by ethnic 
and political violence. 

Ms. Bhutto had gone to offer 
condolences to the family. 

“The police did nothing. They 
didn’t interfere or try to stop the 
shooting,” said Farooq Leghari, a 
spokesman for Ms. Bhutto. 

No one claimed responsibility 
for the shooting, and police re- 
fused any immediate comment. 

Ms. Bhutto's Pakistan People’s 
Party (PPP) blamed the rival 
Mohajir Qami Movement 
(MQM), or People's Refugee 
Movement The militant orga- 
nisation represents immigrants 
who came from India after the 
partition of the subcontinent in 
1947. 

The MQM is demanding recog- 
nition as Pakistan's fifth ethnic 
group. The others are Sindhis, 
Patfaans, Baluch and Punjabis. 
The MQM, which is confined to 
Sind province, is aligned with the 
governing Islamic conservatives. 

“It was the MQM but don’t 
quote me. Otherwise they will kill 
me,” said one of Ms. Bhutto’s 
party officials. He said armed 
attackers also assaulted several 
party workers. 

Ms. Bhutto has repeatedly ac- 
cused the chief minister of Sind 
province. Jam Saddiq Ali, of 
harassing her party. She says as 
many as 5,000 party workers have 
been jailed on trumped up 
charges. 

The government has denied 
her accusations. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan's new 
army chief. General Asif Nawaz, 
has pledged to support democra- 
cy and warned the armed forces 
to stay out of politics. 

“I would like it clearly under- 
stood that die array must have 
nothing to do with politics.” Gen. 
Nawaz said in orders issued to the 
army on Saturday, his first work- 
ing day since taking over as chief 
of army staff Friday. 

“Let the elected representa- 
tives do their job while we con- 
centrate on acquiring ever greater 
professional excellence,” said bis 
order of the day read out at 
garrison parades. 


TOKYO (AP) — North Korea 
accused South Korea Sunday of 
building military positions in the 
demilitarised zone between the 
rival states, and of seeking “only 
confrontation and war.” 

The Communist North regular- 
ly accuses the south of various 
provocations, but such allega- 
tions have increased recently. 

In the past week, the two sides 
have been feuding over rival 
plans for rallies to promote Ko- 
rean reunification. They called 
off various bilateral talks, while 
still planning to go ahead with 
their highest-level talks — meet- 
ing between their premiers sche- 
duled Aug. 27-30. 

The South and its allies, ex- 
pressing fears that the North was 
close to developing nuclear 
weapons, also have been pressing 
the North to accept international 
inspection of its nuclear facilities. 

The North’s official Korean 
Central News Agency contended 
Sunday that with U.S. en- 
couragement, the South Koreans 
“are getting frenzied in the moves 
for provocation of a new war. 


“Hus dearly shows that the 
South Korean puppets seek only 
confrontation and war, remaining 
indifferent to the peaceful reuni- 
fication of the country,” it said. 

The agency also accused South 
Korean troops of firing automatic 
rifles in the DMZ Friday, but did 
not say where the alleged firing 
was directed. 

On Saturday, it added. South 
Korean troops moved an 
armoured car into the DMZ, “in 
readiness for an attack battle.” 

In the highest talks ever be- 
tween the two Koreas, which 
have been divided since 1945, 
their premier* have met three 
times since last September, with- 
out substantial progress on easing 
tensions. 

The talks scheduled next week 
would be the fourth round. 

In preparatory talks last week, 
the two sides were unable to 
agree on an agenda, but decided 
to go ahead with the meeting 
between their premiers anyway, 
the South Korean government 
said. 

North-South talks on forming a 


tnm 


pushing ahead with the large-' unified sports team for the 1992 


scale construction of various 
attack positions at more than 30 
places in the demilitarised zone.” 
The report, monitored in 
Tokyo, said that Friday and 
Saturday, South Korea sent 500 
to 1,000 workers into the DMZ's 
central sector to work on a large- 
scale fortification project. 


Cambodia is not worried 
about a ‘red solution’ 


BANGKOK (AP) — Cambodia’s 
government says it is committed 
to a United Nations peace plan 
for the coon try and denied that 
Vietnam and China have strode a 
separate peace pact in secret. 

China and Vietnam said after 
high-level talks in Pelting this 
month that they wanted to nor- 
malise relations after more than a 
decade of hostility. 

Talk of a possible “red solu- 
tion,” where Vietnam and China 
support opposing sides, grew 
even though their joint statement 
supported a U.N. peace plan. 

The Cambodian broadcast said 
concern over a separate peace 
process was “unwarranted.” It 
said all of the waning Cambodian 
factions have accepted the U.N. 
plan as the basis for a settlement 
and would negotiate the rest of 
their differences. 

The comments were broadcast 
Friday. A text was seen Sunday in 
Bangkok. 

It said the Sioo- Vietnamese 
rapprochement has “not affected 
the U.N. peace plan in the least.” 
It added that Vietnam's new pre- 
mier, Vo Van Kiet, has denied 
that Hanoi and Pelting have 
struck a secret deal. 

The broadcast noted that Chi- 
na, one of five permanent U.N. 
Security Council members, 
helped draft the U.N. plan, and 
“there is no reason whatsoever 
fof China to want to have its own 
document thrown away.” 

An Asian diplomat in Beijing 
said China sees the Cambodian 
issue as a way to improve its 
international standing. Speaking 
on condition of anonymity, the 
diplomat said China would not do 
anything to jeopardise its rela- 


tions with the other permanent 
Security Council members. 

The other committee members 
are Britain, France, the United 
States and the Soviet Union. 

China is backing guerrillas 
fighting the Vietnamese-installed 
government in Phnom Penh. 
Vietnam invaded in late 1978 and 
ousted the pro-Peking Khmer 
Rouge. In response, China 
attacked Vietnam in early 1979, 
but Sino- Vietnamese relations 
have substantially improved more, 
recently. 

This month, Nguyen Co Thach 
— whom China reportedly con- 
siders hostile — was replaced as 
Vietnamese foreign minister. 

The U.N. plan, which Phnom 
Penh has not fully accepted, calls 
for a truce, demobilisation of t|^ 
warring factions, and extensive 
U.N. involvement In Cambodia’s 
administration during the period 
before elections. 

The Cambodians are to resume 
peace talks on Aug. 26 in Thai- 
land, which has been a key 
mediator in negotiations. 

Thai Prime Minister Anand 
Panyarachun also dismissed the 
“red solution” theory in an inter- 
view published Sunday in the 
Thai newspaper The Nation. 

“There are still some differ- 
ences in interpretation and some 
issues left unresolved on certain 
aspects of the draft peace plan, 
but I think basically the draff 
peace plan is going to be 'the' one 
which would spell out the terms 
of the comprehensive pdlitica] 
settlement,” Mr. Anand said, i 

“I do not believe that there is j 
going to be any deal behind your 
back or my back.” 


Bush vetoes D.C. bill over abortion funds 


KENNEBUNKPORT. Maine 
(AP) — President George Bush 
has vetoed a bill that would have 
allowed the nation’s capital city 
to spend its own money on abor- 
tions, telling Congress: “As a 
nation, we must protect the un- 
born.” 


The president told reporters 
that he doubts abortion will be a 
major issue in next year’s pres- 
idential race and that Americans 
are becoming ‘'turned off by the 
excesses,” of some anti-abortion 
groups and by other disruptive 
demonstrators. 


“From the outset of my adminis- 
tration, I have repeatedly stated 
my deep personal concern about 
the tragedy in America of abor- 
tion on demand,” Mr. Bush said 
in his veto message to Congress. 
“As a nation, we most protect the 
unborn.” 


Washi ngton J ^C. Mayor Shar- 
ff~Pratt _ DSSa criticised Mr. 


Bush’s move, saying, “where a 
woman chooses to live should not 
affect her reproductive choice.” 
Washington's congressional dele- 
gate, Eleanor Holmes Norton, 
conceded there were insufficient 
votes to override the veto. 


Mr. Bosh indicated be did not 
approve to tactics used by mili- 
tant anti-abortion protesters in 
Wichita, Kansas, but Mr. Bush 
has supported the Justice Depart- 
ment’s recent decision to inter- 
vene in the case on the side of the 
anti-abortion group — Operation 
Rescue — fighting a federal 
judge's order to keep two abor- 
tion dinks open. 

Operation Resaw announced 
Saturday that its leaders, Randall 
Terry and the Rev. Patrick J. 
Mahoney, were headed to Ken- 
ne bunk port to seek a meeting - 
with Mr. Bosh to urge him to 


denounce what they consider ex- 
cessively harsh sentences given to 
anti-abortion activists. 

More than 2,000 anti-abortion 
demonstrators have been 
arrested m Wichita since last 
month, including 125 Saturday 
who fried to block a clinic entr- 
ance in defiance of a federal court 
order. 


. The president also made good 
on his word to block an extension 
of unemployment benefits. 
Although be signed a (all to 
extend the benefits from 26 
weeks to a maximum of 46 weeks, 
he prevented the actual spending 
of the $5.2 billion in benefits. 


Mr. Bush based his action — 
condemned in advance by Demo- 
cratic leaders and labour groups 
— on fiscal constraints and his 
belief that “the recession has 
ended and that a recovery 
appears to be under way.” ' 


Morgan horses 
dance to the beat 


Olympics had been scheduled to 
reopen Saturday, but the North 
cancelled them after the defec- 
tion of one of its judo stars to the 
South. 

No peace treaty was signed after 
the 1950-53 Korean war, and the 
two sides technically remain at 
war. 


WEST SPRINGFIELD, U.S. 
(AP) — The 1,000-pound (440- 
kilo) beasts run, buck, snort, 
neigh and trot to the beatvof 
music in one event that breaks all 
the rules in the otherwise serious, 
genteel world of horse shows. 
“It's like turning on your Ferrari • 

and letting it do whatever it w^nts r 

to do without anyone at the ped- 
al,” horse owner Peter Webster 
said of “Liberty Class,” the de- 
cent addition to Morgan horse 
competitions. The event com- 
bines aspects of a rodeo, beauty 
pageant, and a visit to a pasture 
of horses roanring free. The stew 
ended Saturday. Handlers release 
an unfettered and- unsaddled 
horse in the ring, where ft is 
allowed to gallop, trot, prance, 
flare its taO and do jnst about 
anything else it pleases to 90 
seconds of music. Two judges 
evaluate the mares, gelding and 
stallions in separate divisions, 
basing their decisions on. what is 
called the horse's “charisma, 
style and attitude.” “A stage 
actor always has a good-size ego 
to perform. The same, thing with 
a horse," said Richard Boule, a 
veteran of the Liberty Class. Ara- 
bian horse enthusiasts had long 
practiced the free-styte event. 
Morgan horses were fire t used in 
it when organisers of the Mas- 
sachusetts Morgan Horse Show 
introduced if three years ago. 


Smithsonian returns 
remains of 31 Sioux ; 
Indians 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Sioux 
Indian representatives said Satur- 
day that the Smithsonian institu- 
tion gave them the remains of 31 
tribal members. But the museum 
still holds the remains of 15,000 
other American Indians. The 
ceremony at the Simthsonan’s 
•National Museum of Nararafles- 
tory Friday was one of the most 
significant uses to date of a 1989 
law that called for the return of 
Indian remains to their tribes. 
“Our relatives were brought here 
against their will,” Everett Black 
Thunder said in an interview. 1 
“We want to cake the spirits: of 
these people home.” Mr. Black 
Thunder is part ofa delegation of 
60 Sioux Indians who travelled to 
Washington to retrieve the re- 
mains from Smithsonian officials. 
They erected a tepee and lodge in 
a park near College Park and are 
conducting a four-day ceremony 
of grief mid mourning. Tlie re- 
mains will be returned to40acr^ 
of tribal land on a Sioux reserva- 
tion near Sisseton, Sooth Dakota, 


Patrick Swayze 
‘sexiest man alive’ 


NEW YORK (R) — Peopg 
magazine has named Hollywood 
film actor Patrick Swayze of Dirty 
I Dancing fame the sexiest man 
alive for 1991. Swayze, 39, who 
was “flattered and smprised”"% 
the honour, according to ;-5 
spokeswoman, was chosen by 
weekly entertainment magazine's' 
editors and writers. The five-page 
photo spread praises the Texas-' 
born hunk’s “sexy-but-sensitiye, 
tough-but-iender” pfersonna afid 
features a good view of his broad 
shoulders, V-shaped back and 
well-developed arms. Swayze* 
whose blockbuster movie Ghost 
is a big hit in video stores, ttiltj 
people that his greatest featfc 
losing his wife, actress Laz 
Niemi, 34, to whom he has been 
married for 16 years. 


Executed Chinese 
prisoners’ kidneys 
for sale 


U)NDON (R) - A doctor^ 
58,(1 m a letter, carried by tte\ 
British medical journal Lancet 
that kidneys from executed* 
Chinese prisoners were being 
sold to transplant patients from 

Hrmn Krmi* T\_ ‘ PI.. *r ; 


tfong Kong. Dr.’ Siu-KeungXaitf 
of Queen Mary's hosnitai Zn) 


i 


Australian police seek motive behind mall shooting 


STRATHFIED, Australia (AP) 
— Police began piecing together 
a psychological profile Sunday of 
a 33-year-old taxi driver who 
killed seven people 2A hours ear- 
lier, but said that his motive 
remained a mystery. 

Armed with an assault rifle and 
a machete, the man stabbed a 
15-year-old girl to death and then 
fatally shot six others at a shop- 
ping mall in this Sydney suburb 
before shooting himself to death. 

“It’s hard to figure out,” a 
police officer who was not identi- 
fied told a news conference. “He 
had four cups of coffee, paid his 
.bill, then started the killing.” 

^ Police confirmed to withhold 
"die gunman’s name, saying they 


wanted to give his aster, with 
whom he lived, time to move to a 
new home to avoid scrutiny from 
the press and public. 

The police told the news con- 
ference the man inherited money 
about a year ago after his mother 
died. His father died four years 
earlier. The police would not 
disclose tiie amount, but Austra- 
lian Associated Press said it was 
400.000 dollars (S312.000). 

They said the man had a shoo- 
ter’s license for the assault rifle, a 
Chinese- made self-loading auto- 
matic weapon. Earlier reports 
said the rifle was a Soviet- 
designed AK-47 weapon. 

Prime Minister Bob Hawke 
said he would begin negotiations 


immediately with state govern- 
ments to adopt uniform gun laws. 
New South Wales state, where 
the shooting took place, allows 
the import of some-foreign-made 
or deagned rifles, while other 
states do not. 

At least eight other people 
were injured in the incident. Six 
of them remained hospitalised 
Sunday. 

A 47- year-old woman injured 
in the shooting died about eight 
boors later at a hospital. Two 
men and five women, plus the 
gunman, were killed in the 10- 
minute massacre. 

Police said it could be several 
days before they are able to 
interview witnesses and those in- 


jured in an effort to assemble the 
exact sequence of events. 

According to initial accounts, 
the man first attacked shop clerk 
Roberta Armstrong, repeatedly 
plunging the knife into ter Kj»d fc 
Leaving the foot-long knife in 


ot Queen Mary’s hospital ^ -"T'-V.- 
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used for transplants. “Kidneys &V. 
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enmes against- the state,” 

Lam said. “No consent for 
removal is given either by ther V 
Pnsoners or the family.' 


»d gunned StaSttwSSS? 
a,™ m shop. 


Two of the dead were mother 
aad daughter. Unconfirmed re- 
ports said the gunman spared the 
hwsof the younger woman’s two 
children, who were sitting at the 
same table. 6 

Step owner George Mavris 
was lolled next, shot in the chest 
he ran from the kitchen to see 
what was happening, police said. 
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